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Aggravated endangering the
welfare of a child would be a

Class C felony punishable by up
to five years in prison. The law
would apply to a person who is
“a parent, foster parent or

or is otherwise respon-
sible for the long-term general
care and welfare of a child
under 16.”

If the person knows the child
“has been injured as the result of
unlawful use of physical force
and fails to take “reasonable
measures to protect the child
from the risk of further bodily
injury,” the individual may face
prosecution.

Rep. Stephen C. Estes, D-

* Kittery, asked the Criminal
Justice Committee to endorse
the legislation in memory of
Kassidy.

“On behalf of the people of
Kittery, I write to urge your sup-
port of LD 1764,” Estes wrote to
_the committee’s House and
Senate chairmen on Friday.

Estes told the committee that
local residents have been

saddened” by Kassldy’
 and the sufferi she
endured during her short
“Many of us in Kittery have
resolved ttrdedxcateﬂurselves to

preventwe measures, attempt- ual inflic
to reduce the chance that —while the 0

'mgkindoftr(gedywﬂlrecurin
our town or another Maine com-
munity,” Estes wrote.

Estes is a co-sponsor of LD
1066 s Agy-~Aet -to—Protect -

o1 between Kassidy’s
Bﬂl/and the attomey geperal's
legislanon — and urged _the

Justwe

review. Estes; meanwhile, is
continuing~to research other
child abuse reporting legislation
to review penalties for those
who fail to report.

XUnder present law, only pro-
fessionals are required to report
suspicions of child abuse.
Kassidy’s Bill requires anyone

“who has full, intermittent or
occasional responsibility for the
care or custody of the child or
the (elderly or incapacitated)
adult to report suspected abuse,
neglect’or exploitation.”

The latest bill was mtroduced
by Rowe after the session’s reg-
ular deadine.

Assistant Attorney General
Lisa J. Marchese provided writ-
ten testimony in favor of making
aggravated endangerment a

felony.

“The ' prosecution of child
abuse fatalities are some of the
more difficult cases my office
prosecutes. One of the reasons
these cases are so difficult is the
‘code of silence’ we encounter in
the prosecution,” = Marchese

wrote.

She explained that' child
“abuse does not usually oceur in
isolated instances.

“Usually there is one individ-
the bodily injury

enables this conduct through his

or her omission and silence. It
k difficult to understand wby a

from abuse by another but suf-

fice it to say, ‘It happens,’”
Matchaseuldv.
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member of the household

Chad E.-
Judwiary—E?ans,m oflOlMiltonRoadin,

according to court documents
detailing the final weeks of the
child’s life. “Bortner related sev-
eral instances when Evans
abused Kassidy ... Bortner
spoke. to Evans about bringing.
Kassidy to the doctor for
Kassidy’s lethargic behavior.
Bortner and Evans agreed they
could not b Kassidy to the
doctors office use she had
bruises from Evans’ conduct.”
Instead, the-affidavit states,
Bortner told police she and
Evans kept Kassidy from med-
ical treatment and agreed to lie
about the cause of her injuries.
“As a prosecutor, I believe
this law will allow us to punish
more severely those people who
are in the best position to pro-
tect a child from further physi-
cal abuse or even death and yet

‘do nothing to protect the child,”

Marchese said, adding, “I am
aware of cases in which the non-

the signs of abuse to the child
and the child ultimately died.”

Under Maine's current law,.
the maximum jail term for a .
parent or guardian who fails to
protect a child from abuse is
less than one year.

" Marchese told the committee
she hopes the stiffer penalty will
provide the impetus for people
to protect children.

“Ultimately, if the stiffer
penalty does not save a child’s
life, at least the person will be
held accountable for their
silence and failure to protect,”
Marchese said.

The attorney general’s bill is
to be considered by the full
Legislature in the coming
weeks.

“I believe LD 1764 presents
another opportunity for us to
show that little Kassidy did not
die in vain, that Maine children
will be better protected from

inflicting parent chose to ignore abuse,” Estes said. -
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