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Autopsy: Infant had several broken bones
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By JOSH ADAMS Union Leader Correspondent. 
DOVER -- Prosecutors for the state laid their case to rest yesterday after calling their final witness -- Maine's chief medical examiner, who performed the autopsy on the bruised and beaten body of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. 

Chad Evans, 30, faces one second-degree murder charge and numerous assault charges in the beating death of Bortner. The infant died last year on Nov. 9 in Kittery, Maine, which is why Maine examiner Dr. Margaret Greenwald had jurisdiction in the case. 

Jurors heard Greenwald explain injuries to the girl discovered during her autopsy, which was conducted the day after her death. Greenwald and Senior Assistant Attorney General N. William Delker presented a number of post-mortem photos, detailing bruises to the child's face, head, back and abdomen. 

"There are probably at least eight to 10 blows if you include both the front and back of her head," Greenwald said. She also said at least two blows were inflicted to the child's abdomen. 

Greenwald testified Kassidy died as a result of "multiple blunt-force injuries." 

At the time of the infant's death, Evans was living with the child's mother, Amanda Bortner, 19, at Evans' home on Milton Road in Rochester. 

Jeff Marshall, the boyfriend of Amanda's sister, Jennifer Conley, whom the defense claims is the real killer, was alone with the child for the last hours of her life at his home in Kittery. 

The state spent most of yesterday afternoon outlining the varying ages and severity of Kassidy's injuries. 

The defendant appeared to show no emotion during the testimony. 

Three broken bones were found -- in her forearm, her hand and her shin, Greenwald testified. 

The forearm bone was broken three to six weeks before Kassidy's death, Greenwald said. The girl's index finger had been broken for one to three weeks, and the girl's shin had been broken twice, just below the knee. One break was likely several months old, and the second occurred just days before Nov. 9, 2000, Greenwald said. 

Greenwald testified that many of the baby's bruises were in various stages of healing. Most, she said, would have occurred within eight to 12 hours before her death. 

Evans was alone with Kassidy and his 3-year-old son Kyle the night before she died. 

The official time of death for the infant is listed as just before 2 p.m. on Nov. 9, 2000. Witnesses however, testified that her skin was cool and dry when emergency response technicians responded to Marshall's 911 call between 12:30 and 12:45 p.m. 

Defense attorneys Mark Sisti and Alan Cronheim have put the notion in jurors mind that Kassidy was dead long before Marshall called 911, but Greenwald said it is unlikely Kassidy was dead at or before 10 a.m. 

During cross-examination, Sisti repeatedly mentioned that some of Kassidy's injuries could have occurred within the last hours of her death, putting the blame on Marshall. Marshall had been babysitting for the child for several weeks up until her death. 

"Medically, we cannot eliminate Jeff Marshall," Sisti said. 

"That's correct," Greenwald said. 

Specifically, a bruise to the 21-month-old's upper lip, a bruise on the back of her head, and hemorrhaging around the cornea all could have occurred in the last four hours of her life. 

Greenwald also outlined several symptoms of battered child syndrome for the jury. Injuries of varying ages, caregivers not seeking medical attention, excuses for a child's injuries, and typically only one child in the home suffering the abuse are all evidence of battered child syndrome, she testified. 

"The injuries that I saw on Kassidy are consistent with that of battered child syndrome," Greenwald said. Jurors will not see new evidence until Monday, when they are called back to Strafford County Superior Court and the defense team begins to call their witnesses.
