
C· ONFIDENII' Ti.' ~MPSHIREDEPARTMENTOFCORRECTIONS . DIVISION OF FIELD SERVICES 
. . PRE-SENTENCE REPORT 
, DATE OF REPORT: March 11,2002 

1. NAME: Chad Emory Evans 2. DOB: 10-15-71 

3. ALIAS: None POB: Keene, NH 
4. ADDRESS: Strafford County House of Corrections, County Farm Road, Dover, NH 03820 
5. SEX: Male 
6. RACE: Caucasian 
7. SS#: 001-58-4182 
8. MAILING ADDRESS: 71 Sullivan Street, Keene, NH 03431 
9. TELEPHONE NUMBER: 742-3310 10. SID #: 285677 LICENSE #: NHI0ESC 

11. EMERGENCY 
ADDRESSEE: 

12. MARITAL STATUS: 

Pamela & Chester Evans (parents)-71 Sullivan Street. 
Keene, NH 03431 352-6329 
Divorced 

71151 

13. # DEPENDANTS: 1 (age 4 years) 
14. HEIGHT: 5' 7" WEIGHT: 180 HAm: Brown EYES: Green 
15. IDENTIFYING SCARS, MARKS, Scar-left elbow 

TATTOOS: 
16. GANG AFFILIATION(S): 
17. COURT: 

19. OFFENSE (S): 

20. ARRESTING AGENCY: 
21. CUSTODY STATUS: 
22. PRE-SENTENCE 

CONFINEMENT: 
23. PROSECUTING 

ATTORNEY: 
24. DEFENSE ATTORNEY: 

None 
• Strafford Superior 18. DOCKET #: 00-S-888-F/891-F/893-

F/894-F/895-F/896~ 
F/934-I/935-1 

Second-Degree Murder, RSA 630:1-b (l)/Second-Degree Assault, RSA 631:2 (5) 
Endangering The Welfare Of A Child, RSA 639:3 (l)/Simple Assault, RSA 631 :2-a 

'. (1) 

NH State Police 
No bail 

Approximately 222 days as of 03-21-02. 

William Delker, Esq. 
Simon Brown, Esq. 
Mark Sisti, Esq. 
Alan Cronheim, Esq. 

25. OTHER PENDING CHARGES / Violation of Probation-Rochester District Court 
DETAINERS: 

26. PRIOR RECORD: YeS 
27. PRIOR Yes 

PROBATION: 

28. EDUCATION (HIGHEST 
COMPLETED): 

29. OCCUPATIONAL SKILLS: 
30. PRESENT EMPLOYER: 

31. SUBSTANCE ABUSE: 

PRIOR 
PAROLE: 

PRIOR ESCAPES: 
No 

No 
PRIOR Yes 
PROBIP AROLE (pending) 
VIOLATIONS: 

Chad graduated from Keene High School in 1990 and has earned 
approximately 12-20 college credits. 

Management 
None HOW LONG: ANNUAL 

INCOME: 
$70,000 
until his 
11-16-
00 arrest 

Defendant denies any prior alcohol or drug problems. Refer to PSI for more details, 
some alleging alcohol abuse. 

32. MEDICAL CONDITIONS /CURRENT Bulging disc in his back. 
MEDICATIONS: 

33. MENTAL HEALTa: None reported. 
34. SUICIDE ATTEMPTS: None reported. 

YIN: 
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35. POLICE VERSION: 

At approximately 12:30 PM on 11-09-00 Kittery Patrol Officer Robert Creamer responded to 51 Rogers Road, 
Kittery, ME, for the report of a young child who was in shock and experiencing shallow breathing. Officer 
Creamer arrived at the residence to find Jefferey Marshall on the porch kneeling over Kassidy Bortner (DOB: 02-
04-99). The youngster was laying on a piece of sheet rock, and Mr. Marshall appeared to be trying to give Kassidy 
CPR. Officer Creamer, as well as Detective Steven A. Hamel of the Kittery Police Department, who arrived at the 
scene at about 12:42 PM, observed bruises on the toddler's head and face area. The police report completed by 
Officer Creamer noted that black and blues were on Kassidy's stomach area and all over her face, chin and neck 
region. According to Officer Creamer, Kassidy only had a diaper on, and her eyes were open and fixed. In 
responding to an inquiry by Officer Creamer, Mr. Marshall could offer no sure explanation for the bruises on 
Kassidy and related that his girlfriend's sister dropped the child off that morning for him to watch because she didn't 
want a daycare center to see the black and blue marks. Although Officer Creamer attempted to perform CPR on 
Kassidy, he could see that her hands and arms were cold, and the victim's legs and feet were also cold and 
extremely blue. Further observations of Kassidy's face and lips confirmed that they were cold as well. In order to 
allow for more CPR to be done, Officer Creamer removed a small amount of blood coming from Kassidy's nose, 
which had reached the mouth area. The only thing for certain that Mr. Marshall could offer concerning the black 
and p}ues covering Kassidy's face was that it had been told to him she was hit by a baseball. Ambulance personnel 
arrived at the Rogers Road home, p~t the child on IV and transported her to York Hospital. 

Detective Hamel spoke with Frank Jefferey Marshall (AKA Jefferey Marshall), who had been visibly shaken 
and trying to assist medical responders with the care of Kassidy. According to Mr. Marshall, Kassidy had been 
dropped off at his residence by her mother, Amanda Bortner (DOB: 01-21-82), that morning at around 8:30 AM. It 
was then that Amanda Bortner made a statement for Mr. Marshall and his girlfriend, Jennifer Conley (the child's 
aunt), to look at Kassidy's face, a reference to the significant bruising in that area. Mr. Marshall recalled that 
Kassidy was experiencing difficulty walking; and because of this, she was placed in bed to watch television. 
During the morning, Mr. Marshall checked on Kassidy twice, the last time being upon entering the home after 
getting his mail. At this time, he found Kassidy having difficulty breathing, her eyes rolled back into her head, and 
only a slight pulse present. An unsuccessful effort to wake the youngster by splashing cold water on her face was 
followed by Mr. Marshall doing CPR. Jefferey Marshall told Detective Hamel that he had been watching Kassidy 
off and on over the past few weeks and remembered the child not to have bruising on her face and acting normal 
when Ms. Bortner's live-in boyfriend, Chad Evans, picked her up last night after Mr. Marshall watched the victim 
for approximately one hour between 4:30 PM to about 5:30 PM. Over the next few hours Mr. Marshall recalled 
receiving telephone calls from Chad Evans, first explaining how Kassidy was acting weird, later fell on her face 
onto the driveway outside the car at the defendant's home and finally getting hit in the face with a baseball. 
Jefferey Marshall found these phone calls strange because Kassidy had been fine at his residence, and he couldn't 
understand why Mr. Evans hadn't called Kassidy's mother. 

Doctor Anthony Brock attended to Kassidy Bortner at the York Hospital Emergency Room in York, ME. The 
victim was pronounced dead by Dr. Brock at 1 :28 PM on 11-09-00, and he felt that the collection of her injuries 
",ere of a suspicious nature. The medical examination revealed multiple scabbing on the bottom of her feet, 
bilateral and diffused retinal hemorrhages and bruising on the mid and lower abdomen, forehead, face, chin and 
right ear. In Dr. Brock's opinion, the bilateral and diffused hemorrhaging was indicative of a closed head injury. 
During the bone survey, Dr. Brock didn't detect any obvious fractures or signs of basal or skull fracturing. 
However, he did have concerns of an enlarged vaginal vault for the age of the child. An autopsy of Kassidy 
Bortner's body by the State of Maine Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. Margaret Greenwald, determined that the victim 
died from multiple blunt force injuries to her head and abdomen and listed the manner of death as homicide. Dr. 
Greenwald's FINDINGS with respect to the twenty-one month old decedent are attached. They include multiple 

. areas of bruising, abrasions and contusions to different parts of her body, cerebral edema, bilateral acute retinal and 
optic nerve hemorrhage with focal hemosiderin deposition, hair loss to the posterior scalp, left tibia fracture in 
remodeling stage changes with re-injury and secondary fracture in the inflammatory stage, fractures of the ulna, 
bilateral, late reparative to early remodeling stage, and a fracture of the right second metacarpal in the reparative 
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stage. the autopsy conducted by Dr. Greenwald on 11-10-00 identified the bruising to Kassidy to be located on the 
back and top of her head, as well as on her forehead, eye area, cheek, jaw, neck, buttocks and abdomen. As far as 
Dr. Greenwald was concerned, the severe bruising in her abdomen was consistent with having been punched or 
kicked. Microscopic testing indicated that the fresh bruises to the victim's head and stomach area were inflicted 
approximately twelve hours before her death, putting this timeframe consistent with when the defendant was with 
Kassidy during the evening of 11-08-00. Various older bruises on her body, including her buttocks and the back of 
her head, appeared to be at least a week old. Numerous contusions were found beneath Kassidy's scalp, as well as a 
large contusion on the inside of her lower lip. Regarding the fractures to Kassidy's left -and right funnybones, right 
hand and left tibia, Dr. Greenwald's examination concluded that those injuries happened within one to three weeks 
of her death. The Maine Chief Medical Examiner observed certain "markers," such as retinal hemorrhage, 
suggesting either a shaking incident or sudden impact with a hard surface. Information in the Court file, 
specifically a Motion filed by the prosecutor, further specifies that Dr. Greenwald believes that "Kassidy suffered 
from 'battered child syndrome' based on the conglomeration of new and old injuries and the lack of satisfactory 
accidental explanation for those injuries." 

An extensive police investigation into Kassidy Bortner's death occurred, and interviewed were her caretakers 
and individuals having observed bruises on the victim in the recent time period leading up to 11-09-00. Amanda 
Bortner submitted to a total of four interviews conducted by police authorities, the first occurring on the day of her 
daughter's death. Amanda remembered Kassidy to have "always been klutzy," something that had become much 
wors~ lately. She recalled incidents of the victim falling off the couch, sustaining a bruise to her eye from the 
defendant's sqn hitting her with a whiffle ball, and another bruise or cut from falling onto a glass table in the 
,Iivingroom approximately three or four days prior to 11-09-00. Detective Angela Blodgett of the Maine State 
Police asked Amanda at the Kittery Police Department on 11-09-00 if she had ever accidentally or just without 
thinking hit Kassidy. Amanda's response was, "No, never." Concerning whether or not Chad Evans ever hit 
Kassidy or hurt Amanda, theyictim'.S mother again answered in the negative. As the interview conducted by 
Detective Blodgett and another Maine State Trooper at the Kittery Police Department on 11-09-00 progressed, 
Amanda admitted that Chad Evans once put Kassidy's head under a faucet because of her screaming, although she 
apparently didn't see the actual act. That is, Amanda was nearby and assumed that is what occurred. Amanda 
Bortner told Detective Blodgett that Kassidy never had all these bruises on her body before the defendant came into 
her life. Ms. Bortner admitted being very lenient, while Chad Evans felt that Kassidy should be disciplined. She 
recalled the defendant playing rough with Kassidy, once picking her up by her head. Amanda related that the 
defendant would pull Kassidy by her arms and roughly put her in a corner. Later in the interview the victim's 
mother recalled Chad Evans becoming angry, grabbing Kassidy by the back of the neck, toss her into the corner, 
and bang her head on the closet door to keep her there. By Amanda's estimation, this took place three times weekly 
and "maybe more." Upon Detective Richard LeClair of the Maine State Police inquiring about the marks on 
Kassidy's face, Amanda said that they were from the defendant grabbing her face in anger. According to Amanda, 
her daughter "would throw really bad fits," and Chad became upset and grabbed her by the face. From what can be 
determined, some of these fits were due to Kassidy experiencing jealousy from Chad showing affection to Amanda. 
As a result of the face grabbing, she recalled her daughter receiving" a little bruise here and there." Amanda 
remembered getting mad when the defendant made statements of Kassidy not being very smart for her age and 
wlliking funny. Oh occasions the defendant would walk into a room and react to Kassidy's crying by telling her to 
"be quiet." If she didn't stop, he'd grab Kassidy by the face, and he reacted to her louder screams by calling the 
victim "a bitch." Regarding her reason for not leaving the defendant for this kind of inappropriate behavior, 
Amanda agreed that she was worried about money and housing. By her estimation, Amanda had been living with 
Chad Evans every day for about three months, and she said that he has a v~ry bad temper and can't control it. 
Amanda state~ that the defendant would push on Kassidy's throat, and "she'd automatically make herself gag." 
Even the previous evening (11-08-00) Amanda spoke with the defendant about bringing her daughter to the doctor 
because she was "like spacey." The defendant's response was to wait until the bruises went away "because he was 
paranoid about this, about him getting in trouble with her" (according to Amanda). When asked by the Maine State 
Police who is responsible for Kassidy's death, Amanda said "Chad." Amanda did tell the police that the defendant 
told her Kassidy couldn't be left at a daycare because of the bruises on 'her face. In addition to all these statements, 
Amanda advised how the defendant had also abused her (Amanda). A final interview of Amanda Bortner 
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conduded by the police (this time the New Hampshire State Police) occurred on 12-19-00. A police report of that 
interview is attached, including recollections of two incidents in which Chad Evans had assaulted Amanda. On one 
occasion, he head-butted her, and another time choked Amanda with enough force to result in bruising to her neck 
and cause difficulties swallowing for about a week. This latter incident happened when Mr. Evans consumed a lot 
of alcohol at a party at the Exeter Inn and became intoxicated. During the police investigation, Amanda 
remembered how the defendant grabbed her by the throat and pinned her down during an argument about who 
works harder. This happened after Amanda returned home from working on Wednesd_ay night (11-08-00) and 
checked on Kassidy. During one of her police interviews, Amanda Bortner made the statement of the defendant 
saying in an angry state about Kassidy something to the effect of, "I wish she was never born" or "I wish she wasn't 
here." . 

Another individual interviewed on 11-09-00 was Jefferey Marshall who provided the attached seven-page 
statement to the police. In that written statement, Mr. Marshall discussed the bruises on Kassidy's face which 
appeared "like handprints." Initially, Jefferey and his girlfriend, Jennifer Conley (Amanda's sister), babysat 
Kassidy overnight because Amanda and the defendant would go out. As time went on, though, the necessity for 
them babysitting surrounded Kassidy's bruises to avoid daycare authorities and relatives seeing them. In the last 
week or so before the victim's death, Mr. Marshall remembered Amanda telling him and Jennifer that Kassidy was 
walking funny because Chad either pulled her leg or picked her up by it. Amanda further advised Mr. Marshall and 
Jennifer of her intentions to get another babysitter as soon as Kassidy's bruises went away. As Jefferey Marshall 
said in his statement, "Mandy told U$ that Chad had hit her because she was bad - me and Jen should have probably 
done something but you would have never thought it was this bad." When the victim left his house on the evening 
of 11-08-00, Jefferey Marshall did not notice any bruises on Kassidy. However, the next morning when Amanda 
Bortner brought Kassidy over to his home in Kittery, ME, Mr. Marshall said the bruises were all over her face. 
Efforts by the victim to walk proved unsuccessful evidenced by Kassidy falling on the floor. It appears that the 
victim never left the bed during the morning of 11-09-00 during which she was very quiet. Upon Mr. Marshall 
finding Kassidy not breathing later in the day, he called for help (911), and ambulance personnel and the police 
arrived. 

Mr. Marshall's face-to-face interview with two Maine State Police Troopers at the Kittery Police Department 
on 11-09-00 indicated that he first started noticing bruises on Kassidy when Chad Evans came into her life. The 
bruises were "mainly on the face," and Amanda told Jefferey that she didn't want other people to see her daughter's 
bruises. Regarding the bruises, they kept reappearing, like someone was grabbing her. Jefferey Marshall 
remembers receiving excuses for the origin of the bruises, such as Kassidy falling off a bed. As he said, some of 
this could be believed because of Kassidy's clumsiness, "but I think when it starts happening over and over, you 
know what I mean, because right here you know ... " While he and Jennifer Conley had Kassidy for overnights, Mr. 
Marshall said that Kassidy cried herself "to bed" and later she could be found standing in the room "in the middle of 
the night" just looking at the wall. Last night (11-08-00) Mr. MarshaII remembered receiving telephone calls from 
. the defendant expressing concerns for Kassidy's condition. Soon after Chad Evans picked the victim up around 
5:30 PM he called Jefferey Marshall from the Dover toll booths saying that she was in the back seat acting weird 
and "kind of bobbing around." Some discussion might also have occurred about the elections. At some later point, 
Mr. Marshall received another call from the defendant saying that the victim fell on the ground "face down" when 
Cilad went around to the other side of the car to let his son out. A third caIl came in to Mr. Marshall from the 
defendant advising that his son hit a baseball, which struck Kassidy in the face. A final call is placed to Mr. 
Marshall by Chad Evans saying that Kassidy's eyes were in the back of her head. Jefferey Marshall could hear the 
defendant calling the victim's name several times, and Mr. Evans advised that she was coming out of it. Mr. 
Marshall remembers Chad Evans saying something like, "She's all right." When Jennifer Conley arrived home that 
night, Mr. Marshall said to her, "Can you believe she got hit with a baseball?" Jennifer responded, "well, that 
explains why Mandy got pissed off at him on the phone." This apparently occurred during a work break when 
Jennifer heard Amanda say in a telephone conversation with the defendant, "I'm so sick of her getting bruises when 
she's around you" (or something to that effect). With respect to his own discipline of Kassidy, Mr. Marshall 
advised once slapping her "on the butt" over her diaper only for the purpose of getting Kassidy's attention to stop 
her from what she was doing wrong. 

The last individual to arrive at the Kittery Police Station on 11-09-00 to be interviewed was Chad Evans. He 
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related knowing Kassidy for four months and a number oftimes referred to her clumsiness. Concerning himself, 
Chad denied ever being in trouble and being a model citizen to the point of, "I always had life by the balls." 
According to the defendant, perhaps he should have taken Kassidy to a doctor because she had "some, you know, 
black and blues on her whatever." Detective Lance McCleish of the Maine State Police asked Chad about the 
marks on Kassidy. He replied, "Yeah like, she had like a black and blue on her cheek or something." The 
defendant didn't know the origin of the marks on the victim and said, "I mean, I mean you know like I said she does 
walk into things." During the interview, Chad spoke of Kassidy's jealousy in the form 9f "fits" if he sat near 
Amanda. Upon responding to a question from Detective Richard LeClair regarding whether or not he ever caused 

. bruises to Kassidy, Chad admitted grabbing her face with two fingers for her to look into his eyes. The defendant 
also discussed another incident when he grabbed Kassidy in the face with his hand to prevent her from falling off 
the trampoline .. According to Chad, he did splash water on Kassidy's face because she was screaming. An 
accusation by Detective McCleish that Chad was responsible for Kassidy's injuries resulted in his reply of, "Clearly 
bullshit. I did not do these injuries .... " A discussion of Jefferey Marshall involved Chad saying that Mr. Marshall 
admitted hitting Kassidy so hard (apparently on the buttocks) that his hand stung and black and blues were left. He 
also said that Kassidy fell out of Mr. Marshall's truck and received a bump on her head. On the evening of 11-08-
00, the defendant recalled calling Jefferey Marshall to ask if he had beaten Kassidy because she was leaning 
forward and drooling in the car. Upon arriving home with Kassidy and his son, Mr. Evans again called Jefferey 
Marshall to advise that the victim was acting weird after falling on the ground and laying face down outside the car. 
Finally, Chad did say that later the sa,me night his son hit a hard rubber ball, which struck Kassidy in the eye. 
While at home during the night of 11-08-00 with Kassidy and Kyle, the defendant remembers being "Mr. Mom" 
and babying Kassidy "more than usual because she was sick ... " 

Travis C. Hunt, a roommate ofthe defendant and Amanda Bortner at 191 Milton Road in Rochester, NH, stated 
to a police officer that Chad Evans loves children, and Mr. Hunt never observed any fighting between the defendant 
and Ms. Bortner. Although having seen bruises on Kassidy Bortner, Mr. Hunt recalled observing the victim falling 
into a coffee table without using her arms to break the fall. On the evening of 11-08-00 Mr. Hunt saw a bruise on 
Kassidy's eye. Confirming Chad Evans' version to Mr. Hunt that his son hit Kassidy in the eye with a ball was the 
child (apparently Kyle Evans) telling him the same thing. 

Another friend of Chad Evans, Bruce Aube, was also spoken to by Troopers from the New Hampshire State 
Police and the Maine State Police. Mr. Aube, who has been a friend of the defendant for eleven years, observed 
bruises on Kassidy approximately four weeks ago, which her mother, Amanda Bortner, blamed on her daughter 
falling down a flight of stairs. In the following weeks, Bruce Aube saw other bruises on different parts ofKassidy's 

'body and heard that Amanda 'Bortner couldn't take the victim to her parents' house due to the bruising on Kassidy's 
face. 

Different friends of Amanda Bortner were interviewed by the police over the next week following Kassidy's 
death. Emily Conley remenibered Amanda telling her that the defendant was a very controlling person; and as a 
result, she wanted to get her own apartment. Three weeks earlier Emily noticed that Kassidy's face was completely 
bruised. Although Amanda stated that Chad was responsible for the bruises, she claimed that the defendant 
grabbed the victim by the face to prevent her from falling off the trampoline. However, when Emily spoke with 
another friend, Shannon Gagne, Shannon remembered Amanda telling her that Kassidy received the bruises from 
hitting her head on a wall or doorjamb while she was on Chad's hip. According to Emily Conley, she also saw 
bruises on Amanda's face, and the victim's mother admitted that Chad Evans grabbed her face in anger five to six 
times. On one occasion Amanda asked Emily Conley if she would take part in a threesome with Chad, which she 
declined to do. 

Shannon Gagne on 11-12-00 told Detective Jeffrey Linscott of the Maine State Police that she last saw 
Amanda Bortner and Kassidy approximately three weeks ago. At that time, Shannon observed a bruise on Kassidy 
Bortner's forehead. In the past, Shannon had seen bruises on Kassidy's forehead, which Amanda explained to have 
occurred from falling down. Concerning a bruise on Kassidy's eye, Amanda claimed it to be the result of another 
little girl hitting her while playing together. Only recently did Amanda tell Shannon that Kassidy was babysat 
overnight in Kittery to avoid the defendant's parents seeing the bruises on her daughter. 

Detective Linscott interviewed Vicki Norman on 11-12-00. According to Ms. Norman, she was at Emily 
Conley's residence, apparently in Springvale, ME, two weeks ago. Emily was babysitting Kassidy Bortner, and 
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Vicki noticed all the bruises on the victim's neck. Interestingly, Vicki received a different story from Amanda 
Bortner concerning the origin of the bruises than what Amanda had told Emily Conley and Shannon Gagne. 

Melissa Chick grew up with Amanda Bortner in Maine, and they have been friends for six years. On 11-13-00 
Melissa told Detective Jeffrey Smith of the Maine State Police that four to five weeks ago Amanda Bortner arrived 
with Kassidy at the Chick residence to spend the night. On that occasion Melissa said that Kassidy's face was 
covered with bruises to the extent that, "We could barely see her face with all the bruises all over her face." One 
mark started from Kassidy's left ear and ended at her chin. Amanda Bortner, claiming that the defendant's son hit 
Kassidy with a bat, wanted to spend the night to avoid Chad Evans' parents, who were coming for dinner, seeing 
Kassidy's bruises. Upon bathing Kassidy later that night, Melissa Chick observed a bruise to her stomach area and 
marks on her arms and legs. A bruise line across the-back of Kassidy's fingers also could be seen. As far as Ms. 
Chick was concerned, these were not bruises children get. Amanda Bortner told Melissa that Mr. Evans, who feels 
that Amanda is too lenient, is helping her discipline Kassidy. Again, Amanda explained the injuries to be the result 
of children's play, but this explanation did not make sense to Ms. Chick. Melissa also saw a bruise on Amanda's 
face. Upon inquiring about the bruise, Melissa was told by Amanda that she had walked into a door. During their 
discussion, Amanda Bortner described Chad Evans as the most physically rough man she had ever engaged in sex 
with. 

Tracey Foley was also spoken to by Detective Smith on 11-13-00. According to Ms. Foley, she had known 
Amanda Bortner for four years, but they lost contact with each other. Two months ago, though, Tracey 
acci4~ntally ran into Amanda Bortne,r and Kassidy at the YMCA in Sanford, ME. In addition to a large bruise on 
the side of Amanda's face, Tracey stated that bruises covered Kassidy's entire face. Amanda admitted to Tracey 
Foley that the defendant caused her bruise by hitting her during an argument. Concerning the bruises on Kassidy's 
face, Amanda claimed that Chad Evans accidentally caused them by catching her as she was falling off the 

-trampoline at his house. Tracey didn't believe this story and could tell that Amanda was being less than honest. An 
offer was made by Tracey for Amanda and Kassidy to move in with her instead of living with Chad Evans, but 
Amanda refused. 

A year later, on 11-07-01, police authorities interviewed Tracey Foley a second time. She again talked about 
the chance meeting with Amanda Bortner and Kassidy at the YMCA, where mUltiple bruises were present across 
the bridge of Kassidy's nose and cheek area. Amanda and Kassidy spent a night at the Foley residence, and this is' 
when the trampoline explanation was given. Tracey said the bruise on Amanda's jaw was also discussed. In doing 
so, Amanda stumbled for an explanation and came up with the story of falling into a door. A week after Kassidy's 
death Amanda Bortner showed up at Tracey's kitchen door crying and said "and you knew." "And I didn't listen." 
Amanda told Tracey that Chad had been arrested, and.she discussed "bits and pieces" of her relationship with the 
defendant and his abuse of Kassidy. Amanda divulged looking at Chad as her knight in shining armor and her 
savior. During her relationship with the defendant, he was jealous of Kassidy and became upset when she tried to 
get Amanda's attention. Efforts by Chad to quiet Kassidy involved grabbing her by the shirt and pushing her, once 
throwing Kassidy on the bed and "like push her like up against the wall to get her to be quiet." Sgt. James White of 
the New Hampshire State Police posed the question to Tracey if Amanda attributed the blame of Kassidy's death to 
anyone. Tracey Foley responded, "In my opinion yes. Chad." Her basis for making this determination was 
Amanda's statement that he did this to her baby, so Tracey concluded, "That pretty much sums it up to me." 

• Kris Keeler, a Child Protective Service Worker with the New Hampshire Department of Health & Human 
Services, told Detective Erik Baker of the Maine State Police on 11-13-00 that his agency received an anonymous 
report on 10-31-00 involving Kassidy Bortner. The anonymous reporter had observed large bruises to the left side 
ofKassidy's face and across her neck 'approximately two weeks earlier. Furthermore, the reporter had been in the 
defendant's home the night before making this call and observed new bruising to the right side of the child's face. 
Accompanying Kris Keeler to the interview at the Kittery Police Department was another caseworker, Patricia 
Hocter, who left a message on Chad Evans' answering machine on 11-06-00 requesting a return call. Because the 
defendant didn't get in touch with her, Patricia left another message with Mr. Evans at 9: 11 AM on 11-09-00. The 
defendant called Patricia Hocter back about 12:30 PM on 11-09-00, leaving a voice message that he would be out 
of town for the weekend and would contact her. Interestingly, Jefferey Marshall told Detective Linscott of the 
Maine State Police on 11-09-00 how he received a telephone call that morning at around 9:40 from Chad Evans. 
Mr. Marshall's recollection is that the defendant indicated just receiving a phone call from "the Department of 
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Human'Services or something like that." Concern was detected in Chad Evans' voice, and the defendant said, "I 
don't want to be putting up with this shit, you know, they're asking me about child abuse over her, it's like, I ought 
to have her and her mother out." 

Jeremy Hinton, a close friend of the defendant, was interviewed by the New Hampshire State Police. Mr. 
Hinton, the Manager of McDonald's in Portsmouth, had also seen bruises on Kassidy Bortner. Specifically, Jeremy 
observed a couple bruises on her neck, which he thought was an odd place for those to exist. Approximately a 
month ago Amanda Bortner explained to Jeremy that she didn't want to bring Kassidy home to her mother who 
would flip out upon seeing the bruises on her granddaughter. At the time, Jeremy look-ed at Kassidy and didn't see 
any bruises. During the interview, Jeremy talked about the defendant's gambling and alcohol consumption. With 
respect to Kassidy, she often just sits on the couch when Jeremy sees her. 

Spoken to by Sgt. James White of the New Hampshire State Police on 08-17-01 was Catherine Nuernberg. 
Ms. Nuernberg had been a friend of Amal1da Bortner. Around August 2000 she accompanied Amanda to the 
defendant's house. On that occasion Amanda and Mr. Evans went to another part of the home, and Amanda 
returned to where Catherine was and told her that the defendant just "head-butted" her. According to Catherine 
Nuernberg, Chad Evans came on to her and wanted her to have a threesome with him and Amanda. At some point, 
Amanda told Ms. Nuernberg that Tristan Evans and the defendant participated in threesomes, and Tristan recruited 
others to join in. Her impression of the defendant is that he was disgusting. During their relationship, Catherine 
felt that Amanda Bortner feared making Chad Evans angry and did whatever possible to avoid that. Catherine 
relate,d a time, believed to be in Sept~mber 2000, when she went to the defendant's home to meet Amanda Bortner 
and saw Kassidy's face to be badly bruised and a burn appearing on the top of one of her feet. Upon confronting 
Amanda about the bruises and the burn, Catherine was given the explanation of a hair curling iron landing on 
Kassidy's foot, and a bruise above her eye also an accident. "Grab marks" around Kassidy's mouth had also been 
observed by Ms. Nuernberg, and it was clear that they were thumb and finger marks. Even though Catherine 
grilled Amanda Bortner about the grab marks, she refused to offer a reason for them. According to Catherine 
Nuernberg, Amanda Bortner often indicated that Kassidy had fallen off the trampoline. On the one hand, it was 
possible that this might have happened once but certainly not as many times as Ms. Bortner claimed. 

The residences of Chad Evans on 191 Milton Road in Rochester, NH and Jefferey Marshall and Jennifer 
Conley on Rogers Road in Kittery, ME were searched by the police for evidence. On 11-16-00 Chad Evans was 
arrested by police authorities at his Milton Road residence for Manslaughter in connection with causing the death of 
twenty-one month old Kassidy Bortner. The following day he was arraigned in the Rochester District Court, and 
bail was set in the amount of $50,000 cash or corporate surety. On 12-14-01 the Strafford County Grand Jury 
handed up several indictments against the defendant, including one for Second Degree Murder. The Strafford 
County Superior Court on 01-02-01 ordered that Chad Evans bail be changed to $100,000 corporate surety, with 
conditions to be "no contact with Amanda Bortner, her family or Jefferey Marshall." As it turned out, Judge 
O'Neill in the Strafford County Superior Court on 08-20-01 revoked his bail based on evidence that Chad Evans 

. had been living with Amanda Bortner, more or less continuously, from shortly before Christmas 2000 until the bail 
revocation. 

After a jury trial in the Strafford County Superior Court, Chad Evans was found guilty on 12-21-01 of six 
Felonies and two Class A Misdemeanors. One felony was for Second Degree Murder in connection with 
r~klessly causing the death of Kassidy Bortner under circumstances manifesting an extreme indifference of human 
life by inflicting multiple blows to her head and abdomen. The other seven crimes were for Second Degree Assault 
(5), Endangering the Welfare of a Child (1) and Simple Assault (1). All these offenses were committed against 
Kassidy Bortner, except for the Simple Assault for placing his hands around Amanda Bortner's neck in Rochester, 
NH, between approximately 11-08-00 and 11-09-00. A pre-sentence investigation was ordered to be completed 
prior to sentencing. 

36. DEFENDANT'S VERSION: 

At the request of the defense attorney, no discussion of the criminal cases occurred with Chad Evans during the 
PSI interviews at the Strafford County House of Corrections. The defendant, however, did talkabout his 
relationships with Amanda Bortner and her daughter, Kassidy, and these comments will be included later in this 
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report. ,It should also be noted that Chad did talk about discipline measures that he utilized concerning Kassidy. 

37. VICTIM INPUT: 

Several individuals were interviewed on behalf of Kassidy Bortner. Providing their input were Jacqueline 
"Jackie" Conley (maternal grandmother), Jennifer Bortner (aunt) and Jefferey Marshall (caregiver), Kathy Jackson 
(step-great aunt), and Amanda Bortner (mother). ' _ 

Finding herself unable to get to this office, Jackie Conley (age 45) agreed to a telephone interview. Although 
material possessions weren't always plentiful in their home, Jackie said a close family relationship and a lot of love 
existed. Regarding her two daughters, Amanda and Jennifer, much sibling rivalry characterized their relationship. 
With Jennifer heavy as a youngster, she lost a lot of weight and entered beauty pageants, including Miss Maine. 
While Jennifer participated in these page'ants, Amanda was pregnant causing some hard feelings (by Amanda). 
According to her mother, Amanda, even as a child and teenager, was always impressed and attracted to money, 
seeking out friends whose parents had nice homes, cars, pools and other possessions. 

When Amanda became pregnant with Kassidy, Jackie had to talk her daughter out of getting an abortion. 
Being a Christian, Jackie explained to Amanda that she'd help her through this and remain there for support. Jackie 
did just that; and Amanda, being young, lived the life of a teenager by often being gone somewhere, leaving 
Kassidy with Jackie and her two sons. This was fine with the family because they all loved Kassidy and vice versa. 
As Amanda knew that Kassidy was ~ell taken care of, she came and went as she pleased, with Jackie always 
hoping that her daughter would become responsible. Unfortunately, this responsibility never came to pass. 

Jackie Conley said that she raised Kassidy until late August 2000 when it became necessary to undergo a 
hysterectomy operation. The long recuperation process meant that Jackie wouldn't be able to take care ofKassidy 
anymore so Amanda took her and moved in with Chad Evans in Rochester, NH. Other than a week during the 
latter part of September 2000, Jacki!il never saw her granddaughter again. During that week or so in September, 
Amanda just dropped Kassidy off with Jackie one day without notice and went to New York City with the 
defendant. Again, because she and her sons loved Kassidy so much, that was fine with Jackie despite her health 
problems. 

On the Sunday prior to Kassidy's death in November 2000, Amanda and Jennifer arrived at Jackie's residence .. 
in Buckfield, ME. All three went Christmas shopping during which Amanda purchased a large amount of 
Christmas decorations for herself. The excuse given by Amanda to Jackie regarding why Kassidy didn't 
accompany them was because she was at "the zoo" (York's Wild Kingdom). As it turned out, the amusement and 
animal park was closed for the season, unbeknownst to Jackie. If she had known that this was the case, Jackie 
would've confronted Amanda. Sadly, four days later, Jackie learned of her granddaughter's death and had to break 
the news to her youngest children, Joshua (17) and Scott (8), who were extremely close to Kassidy, 

Kassidy is still firmly etched in Jackie's memory. Besides having a contagious laugh and wonderful 
personality, Kassidy was "very smart," "beautiful," "strong-willed," and possessed a "healthy appetite" for all foods. 
She is also remembered for her "pretty blue eyes," being "perfectly wonderful," and a "very, very special little girl." 
Her grandmother referred to Kassidy's twii1kle in her eye and dancing abilities. Her very affectionate and loving 
nature showed itself in Kassidy, in a very cute way, referring to Jackie as "Nana." When Jackie recalled how the 
Victim expressed her love for her by saying "Nan a" and "hugs and kisses," Jackie broke into tears. There were also 
other special times when Kassidy loved taking off her clothes, especially her socks and shoes, even in the cold 
weather, when Jackie always kept the house warm for her. Flowers and animals were very much loved by Kassidy. 
When Jackie lived in Auburn, ME, Kassidy helped to spread the seeds in the flower garden and picked the flowers. 
The family cat, Reggie, and Kassidy had a mutual admiration for each other, and the same held true for Jackie's two 
dogs. Efforts by Jackie to cook always meant that her granddaughter had to be on her lap to help. 

Jackie indicated that Kassidy is "very much missed." In many respects, Josh was like her father; and Scott, 
who was closer to Kassidy in age, enjoyed a sibling relationship. Currently, Josh is not doing well in school and 
still has a lot of anger associated with the loss of his niece. His mother said, "his whole persona has changed" since 
Kassidy's death, perhaps due to a combination of what happened to Kassidy and dealing with hormonal changes. 

'One thing is for certain, though, Kassidy was Josh's "world." Because of Josh's anger toward Chad Evans, Jackie 
was afraid of what he might do at the trial, but her son remained restrained and handled himself well. In spite of 
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Scott's 'age, he has done remarkably well and provided a source of strength for other family members. For example, 
on what would have been Kassidy's third birthday, Scott told his mother not to be sad because the victim is in 
heaven and celebrating by a big birthday party. Especially helpful and supportive to Scott have been the school 
principal and guidance counselor. In a general sense, the family is doing well, and church members have been 
wonderful to them. When asked about counseling, Jackie replied that no professional therapy has been received by 
her or her family. However, Kassidy is always on their minds and in their hearts, and her name comes up every day 
in family conversations. 

Only compounding Jackie's recovery from surgery and lengthening the healing process was Kassidy's murder. 
The victim's grandmother recalls how Kassidy looked very much like her. If Kassidy had lived, she would now be 
three years old; and as the years pass, Jackie will always wonder what she would have looked like. The one thing 
Jackie knows for certain is that Kassidy would have been "a wonderful human being." Only left now are 
remembrances of Kassidy, such as pictures and her clothes. Jackie finds it very difficult to look at these items but 
tries to avoid dwelling on this sadness. Some of Kassidy's clothes and her crib have been given to people in need. 
If the crib had remained in the Conley residence, Jackie would have found it extremely difficult to keep seeing it. 
Certain things keep flashing through her memory, such as Kassidy only living one Christmas; but on that occasion, 
she was happy and excited about all the presents and lights. 

Jackie Conley is a Christian and doesn't hate anybody. These Christian feelings also apply to Chad Evans, and 
she really feels sorry for him. Despite baving killed an "innocent person," Jackie holds no bitterness toward the 
defendant who will have to make true amends upon appearing before God. What can be said for sure, though, is 
that Chad Evans ruined his own life and the lives of Jackie and both their families. Her hope is that Chad will face 
. up to what he did and truly apologize for his actions. For justice to be served, especially for Kassidy, Jackie said 
that Chad Evans deserves life in prison for a murder which, "I still don't understand how he could do this or why." 
Jackie is left with some regrets. If she didn't have surgery, Amanda hadn't lived so far away and Jackie left without 
any transportation, thoughts still raCe through her mind that Kassidy could still be alive. 

What probably bothers Jackie the most is why Amanda didn't bring Kassidy home to live with her. For 
whatever reason, it is clear to Jackie that Amanda does anything Chad says. Somehow, Jackie feels that Amanda 
must face up to her lies sooner or later, as well as her irresponsibility. Also incomprehensible is how Amanda 
turned her back on her own family and has chosen Chad's family over them. Having said all this, Jackie is angry 
with Amanda but still loves her a great deal, as much as the rest of her children. Her hope is that Amanda will 
come back to Jackie and the rest of the family and receive the counseling so desperately needed to realize the 
mistakes she's made. 

Jackie Conley expressed her thanks and truest appreciation to police authorities in Maine and New Hampshire, 
the coroner, Attorney General Office, and for all the kindness and understanding "everybody" has shown the 
family. Her appreciation was also extended to the State of New Hampshire for repaying the family for Kassidy's 
funeral expenses. This reimbursed Jackie and her mother who originally paid for the victim's funeral and burial 
costs. What s~ill must occur is the purchase of a headstone on which Jackie hopes to have Kassidy's face engraved. 
The headstone will be placed at Kassidy's burial site having a mountain view and encircled by pine trees just up the 
street from where the Conleys live in Buckfield, Maine. 

Jennifer Conley (age 21) and her boyfriend, Jefferey Marshall (26), visited this office. Their first interview 
with this writer occurred on 02-04-02, which would have been Kassidy's third birthday. Jefferey, who pointed out 
that Chad's sentencing will occur on his (Jefferey's) birthday, said that our meeting on 02-04-02 was an appropriate 
day to talk about Kassidy. Throughout our interviews, Jefferey continually indicated that we must never lose focus 
of who all this is about: Kassidy. He said that the defense did a good job of portraying a picture of Chad Evans 
versus Jefferey Marshall. Now, though, is the time to focus on Kassidy, and Jefferey did just that throughout our 
time together in this office. Jennifer made note of having lost not only Kassidy, who was her niece and godchild, 
but her sister, Amanda, whom she hasn't spoken to since the funeral. Jefferey has encouraged Jennifer, with whom 
he has lived for 2 112 years, to rekindle a relationship with Amanda, and Jennifer expressed a desire and a 
willingness to do that. Because Jefferey lost his brother (and only sibling) from cancer in their childhood years, he 
realizes the importance of family and sibling relationships. This division between sisters is apparently the direct 
result of Amanda having chosen the Evans family over her own from 11-09-00 on. 

Jefferey Marshall said that he and Jennifer introduced the defendant and Amanda, thinking they would be good 



Chad Emory Evans PSI 
Page 10 

for each other. Although Chad Evans told this writer that Jefferey was after him to take out Amanda on a date, 
Jefferey gave a different version of this. Jefferey stated that Chad asked him on occasions to "fix" the defendant up. 
At some point, Jefferey mentioned Amanda to Chad, and the relationship was on. Jefferey thought that Chad, 
having a good job and seemingly stable in other areas of his life, could help Amanda; and Amanda might also be 
able to be of assistance to Chad who was going through a divorce at the time. Little did Jefferey know, though, that 
Chad had been physically abusive to his estranged wife, Tristan Evans. After Amanda and Chad met, Jennifer and 
Jefferey, who babysat Kassidy off and on since her birth, began noticing bruises on the. victim. The two inquired 
from Amanda and Chad the reason for the bruises, which were a regular occurrence. Their responses involved one 
excuse after another, such as Kassidy hitting the coffee table .and falling down the stairs, off the couch and the 
trampoline, etc. Jefferey said that they didn't want to falsely accuse anybody of child abuse and felt Amanda, given 
her personality and makeup, would protect her daughter. As time went on, it became evident that Chad was the 
person responsible for the injuries. Most of the bruises appeared on both sides ofKassidy's face where somebody 
grabbed her; and the fingerprints could actually be seen, with new bruises replacing the old bruises in the same 
places. At some point, Amanda admitted to Jefferey and Jennifer that the bruises were the result of Chad Evans 
grabbing Kassidy's face during efforts to discipline her. Because Jefferey worked with Chad at McDonald's 
restaurants while in his landscaping business, he didn't want to accuse the defendant, who had power and control 
and could have a direct effect on his livelihood, before knowing for sure Chad was Kassidy's abuser. Concerning 
the defendant, Jefferey remembers his "presence," ability to dominate situations and a "bully-type." For whatever 
reason, Chad, who let others know that he was in control of every situation, had an ability to get his way. What Jen 
observed about Chad Evans were his efforts to make himself out to be some kind of a perfect person. According to 
Jennifer Conley, Amanda told her that Chad used steroids and had a "gambling problem." To what extent 
substances were used by Amanda and Chad, Jennifer only knows that Amanda mentioned to her that she and Chad 
used cocaine. Jefferey remembers the defendant's house as a party atmosphere. Although Jefferey went to some of 
those parties, he never fit in (rarely drinks alcohol) and apparently kegs were present during those functions. After 
saying all this about Chad Evans, Jefferey pointed out that the defendant was always good to him. 

Jennifer Conley never saw Amanda hit Kassidy. She and Jefferey Marshall agree that Amanda was not an 
abusive parent; but, based upon everything now known, there was neglect on her part. Mentioned earlier in this 
section is that Amanda's personality made her unlikely to let anyone physically abuse her or her daughter. Jennifer 
stated that Amanda has always been "dominant" and in control in her prior relationships with males, specifically 
mentioning her four years with a Gabe Snyder. For whatever reason, this role reversed itself with Chad Evans, and 
he was able to make Amanda do whatever his desires were. 

Jefferey Marshall used the word "sick" to refer to certain things that happened in Court and those individuals 
continuing to support Chad Evans for their own selfish reasons and needs. Individuals from the McDonald's 
organization were concerned about their jobs. That is, Jefferey is sure that they were told by management to be 
supportive of Chad, as even Jefferey was instructed by certain people in authority at McDonald's to stay behind the 
defendant. Because Jefferey did not do that, he lost a number of contracts with McDonald's to landscape, plow and 
perform other duties and only kept contracts with two of the restaurants because he fought hard not to lose them. 
Jefferey believes that Tristan Evans wanted to see Chad Evans acquitted for fear of losing her financial support for 
the children jf incarceration occurred. This is in spite of Amanda telling Jefferey and Jennifer that Tristan warned 
h~r to get away from Chad because he was abusive and would end up hurting her. Then, of course, Jennifer and 
Jefferey mentioned Amanda Bortner who, despite the death of her daughter, chooses to continue to support Chad 
Evans, thinking only of his high paying job and the possessions he could provide her with. Right after Kassidy's 
death, Jennifer and Jefferey remember Amanda telling them that Chad was the responsible person for killing her 
daughter, but Amanda's story changed soon thereafter. 

Jefferey Marshall remembers Chad Evans attempting to cover his tracks. The phone calls to Jefferey by Chad 
during the evening of I I -08-00 are viewed as just that, efforts to remove himself as an abuser suspect. Even on the 
morning of Kassidy's death Chad called Jefferey concerned because a social worker left a message on his telephone 
recorder that morning. The defendant's concern at the time was as to how Kassidy was doing, something that Chad 
had never inquired about from Jefferey in the past. Jefferey remembers explaining to Chad that maybe the social 
worker's inquiry had something to do with his son since he was going through a divorce. 

Jefferey Marshall and Jennifer Conley accept responsibility for failing to protect Kassidy during her life and 
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believe 'that someday everyone who knew about her bruises and beatings must atone to God and face Kassidy to 
explain their actions or lack of them. Jennifer is certain that Kassidy is now in a better place. As far as Jefferey is 
concerned, she deserves to be because her last few months on earth were "hell." In their opinion, the one person 
who won't be given the opportunity to answer to Kassidy will be Chad Evans because he is destined to go to a much 
different place than Kassidy. The one comfort Jennifer Conley and her boyfriend have is that Kassidy knows who 
loved her and those remaining on earth doing what is in her best interest. 

It was difficult for Jennifer and Jefferey to learn some of the things that happened to Kassidy while in the care 
of Chad Evans. Jefferey said that discovering how the defendant made Kassidy stand in a corner for periods of 
time while being disciplined gave meaning to Jefferey and Jennifer finding her in their home during overnights just 
standing in the bedroom in total darkness. There is also the memory of Amanda bringing Kassidy over to the 
residence of Jefferey and Jennifer during the morning of 11-09-00 on her way to work. At that time, the victim's 
face was severely bruised, and Amanda made the statement of, "Look what Chad did" and something like, "doesn't 
it look like shit?" Jennifer also brought up during our interview that she overheard a, telephone conversation 
between Amanda and Chad during a work break on 11-08-00. On that occasion Amanda yelled at the defendant on 
the telephone about how she was tired of Kassidy getting bruised and hurt every time the defendant watched her (an 
apparent reference to Kassidy supposedly getting hit by a ball that night). Jefferey Marshall said that the baseball 
story is just not plausible. For Kassidy's face to get so severely bruised on 11-09-00, the baseball would have to hit 
the victim, bounce off the wall, hit her again, and repeat that sequence. 

Bow does Jefferey Marshall feel,about the defense accusing him of murdering Kassidy Bortner? His response 
to that question is that, if this is what was needed to bring out the truth at trial, then enduring this experience is 
something he was willing to go through, reaffirming that Kassidy is the only person that matters. Kassidy is 
certainly worth having his name dragged through the media; but at the end of the trial, Jefferey noted that the guilt 
of Chad Evans was very obvious to the entire jury, reflected by each member reaffirming his guilt. When the guilty 
verdicts were read, Jennifer and Jefferey remember tears coming to their eyes. In spite of this, Jefferey Marshall 
advised that nobody wins here. A twenty-one month old child is dead, and the Evans family has lost a loved one 
too. On the other hand, at least the Evans family has Chad alive. Concerns by Jefferey Marshall were expressed 
for the defendant's young son, Kyle. If Kyle knows what happened to Kassidy because of witnessing some abuse, 
Jefferey hopes that these repressed memories never come to the surface for fear of their impact on his life. 

Jefferey Marshall mentioned a couple other incidents that he finds particularly disturbing. The circus 
atmosphere at trial was exemplified by Chad Evans at one point turning around to his family and putting his thumb 
in the air to signal things were going in his favor. Individuals were also overheard in the cafeteria talking of how 
Chad and Amanda planned to go to Disney World in F.lorida after his acquittal. Interestingly, in one of this writer's 
interviews with Chad, he even mentioned that he and Amanda would be in Florida after the trial. 

Jennifer recalls her niece as "cute" and a loving little girl who loved cats. Prior to Chad Evans coming into her 
life, the victim had been a happy child, only to become withdrawn after Amanda met the defendant. Jefferey 
affectionately discussed Kassidy arriving at their house and expressing her feelings by saying, "love, love" and 
"kisses" by puckering up her lips. In the morning, when Jennifer put on her lipstick, Kassidy could be found 
watching her and puckering up her lips saying "lips." Keeping in mind all these wonderful memories of Kassidy, 
Jefferey Marshall emphasized the importance of nothing else mattering in these criminal cases, including other 
poop Ie's feelings. The central figure will continue to be Kassidy, as far as he and Jennifer are concerned, with 
Jefferey reemphasizing enough selfishness and self-serving concerns have existed by too many people. When 
Jefferey was interviewed several times by the police, he never once thought of asking for an attorney or worrying 
about telling authorities about Kassidy's bruises. The reason, again, is because the right thing to do was to tell the 
truth for Kassidy's sake and try to make up to her for what never should have reached that point. In his words, that 
was not the time to start worrying about himself or others perceiving him a certain way. 

Concerns were expressed by Jennifer and Jefferey for Amanda's future. Their feelings are that Chad and his 
family are just using her at this time and will discard Amanda once her usefulness for the defendant ends. Although 
believing that Amanda also needs to serve jail time for not protecting her daughter, they agree that she will require 
,counseling. Jennifer is convinced that her sister must go "down" before she can begin to make progress and realize 
what has happened to her. When reality eventually sets in, Jennifer feels it will hit Amanda hard. Regarding her 
feelings about the Evans family, Jennifer agrees with her maternal grandmother who refers to Chad and his 
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following as a "wolfpack." 
Jennifer Conley and Jefferey Marshall believe in the Bible's teaching of an "eye for an eye" in the literal sense. 

Since the law doesn't allow for that, they favor Chad Evans being sentenced to prison for the rest of his life. The 
position of Jefferey Marshall is that Chad Evans didn't just cross the line by his behavior toward Kassidy Bortner 
but crossed way over it. Throughout this entire criminal justice process, Jefferey said that Chad has shown no 
remorse or willingness to accept responsibility. His entire objective has always been to escape punishment and 
accountability, which is about to end. Whatever does happen at the sentencing hearing, the lives of Jennifer Conley 
and Jefferey Marshall have been changed. Although Jefferey does want a family, he'll never forget Kassidy nor 
will Jennifer. At this point in her life, Jennifer doesn't want children but concedes that this may someday change, 
due to what happened to her niece. Her everyday life is such that she is now hyper-vigilant of any child having 
even a small bruise. The first thought coming to her mind is whether Jennifer should report the bruise to 
authorities, even though it is probably the result of some innocent accident. As Jefferey said, Jennifer used to be 
"nice" and half-jokingly added that she has become harder since Kassidy's death. Jennifer agrees with this 
assessment and finds herself more opinionated now. 

It is clear to Jefferey Marshall that Kassidy had a high tolerance for pain. In spite of the repeated beatings, she 
rarely cried and kept enduring her abusive life. Her aunt, Jennifer, remarked that Kassidy kept a smile on her face. 
Jefferey theorized on who Kassidy might have become and the accomplishments in her life. Because she lived only 
twenty-one months, none of us will never know. Unlike most people who live many years, Kassidy never had the 
opportunity to enjoy life. Instead, sh~ received beatings at home and was babysat' by Jennifer and Jefferey to avoid 
a daycare center or physician detecting her bruises (something that Amanda Bortner admitted to them). 

Kathy Jackson (42), who is the sister of Jackie Conley's husband,Paul Conley, discussed Kassidy, the impact 
'of her loss and sentencing. Since her brother married Jackie Conley, Kathy has been very close to her sister-in-law, 
and they talked often concerning Kassidy and Amanda. Certainly, while Jackie and Paul Conley lived in ' 
Springvale, ME prior to relocating t9 Auburn, ME in late 1999, their contacts were more often than now in terms of 
face-to-face interaction. Kathy felt it important for others to know the kind of child Kassidy was. Although the 
victim loved flowers, her preference was yellow ones, which happened to be her favorite color. Still recalled by 
Kathy is how Kassidy used to cling to the leg of Joshua Bortner, as the two loved each other a great deal. The 
young victim is remembered as having "a great smile" and being strong-willed like her mother (Amanda). This 
certain toughness led Kathy to make the statement, "I'm sure she put up a fight with Chad." Kathy needed the 
record to be set straight in that Kassidy didn't throw temper tantrums like the defense portrayed her and wasn't 
clumsy, stupid and slow as Chad's ex-wife and his roommate claimed. To the contrary, she was vocal, bright and 
aware of her surroundings. During our interview, KaH1Y produced a picture taken of Kassidy in September 2000 
while being left with Jackie by Amanda for a week or so. The photograph certainly depicted the beautiful smile of 
Kassidy mentioned by Kathy Jackson. Another picture was also shown to this writer of Kassidy as a baby, which 
was equally telling of her wonderful smile and happiness. 

In speaking of the Bortner sisters, Jennifer is described as much softer and easily hurt, while Amanda was 
"driven" to become successful and "a scrapper." What surprises Kathy is the significant "metamorphous" that 
occurred with Amanda after meeting Chad. That is, Amanda went from having a history of dominance with her 
friends and in her four-year relationship with Gabriel Snyder to becoming submissive with the defendant. After 
m~eting Chad Evans, it seemed that all Amanda cared about was money and possessions, only thinking of Chad 
rather than her own family who loved (and still do) her. In her relationship with Chad Evans, Amanda is referred to 
as losing much weight, leading Jackie Conley to fear that she was in an abusive relationship and getting thinner 
only because Chad insisted. Kathy Jackson went on to say that Amanda only wanted money from "the State" for 
Kassidy and moved back with Paul and Jackie Conley upon discovering that child support payments would have to 
be made by her. According to Kathy, Amanda must be the center of attention and difficult to understand is why her 
niece wants other people to believe that she has no support from anybody. In truth, many family members love her, 
but Amanda has chosen not to accept their affection and support. 

The time right after Kassidy's death proved to be extremely difficult for everyone. Kathy Jackson purchased 
and helped her sister-in-law, Jackie, pick out Kassidy's clothes to be buried in. These were a nightgown and socks 
bought at Wal-Mart in Auburn, ME and a hat from a store across the street. There was also the day when Kathy 
and Jackie drove around to find a cemetery lot for Kassidy. Her final resting place in Buckfield, ME, ended up in a 
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beautiful spot near another little girl who had been buried' twenty years earlier. As Kathy said, this seemed perfect 
so that this other youngster could "show her the ropes" in heaven. One thing Kathy is thankful for is that Chad was 
arrested two days before Kassidy's funeral. This prevented Amanda from bringing the defendant to the funeral "to 
make a show" because that is her way. At the gravesite ceremony, Kathy remembers her brother, Paul, 
commenting on the snowflakes falling as "little loves and kisses," which was a reference to something Kassidy 
often said. Concerning Kassidy's funeral and burial arrangements, Jackie had to do all that, and Kathy helped. 
Fortunately, the funeral director was very good about not charging the full amount of t~e standard costs. In spite of 
Amanda promising to help out in making the arrangements and paying some of the expenses, Kathy said that she 
never followed through. 

Kathy is proud of how Joshua Borther handled himself at trial by standing up to the defense attorney regarding 
testimony about Kassidy. Her seventeen-year-old nephew told the Court how he saw his niece (Kassidy) when 
Amanda traveled to Buckfield during the 'middle of October 2000 to get a check to be used to purchase a birthday 
present for Chad. According to Kathy, Amanda knew that Jackie wouldn't be home because of having called 
earlier. Therefore, she brought Kassidy on whom Josh saw bruises. When he inquired from Amanda the origin of 
the bruises, Josh got the story of Chad grabbing her face to prevent a fall off of the trampoline. Upon Josh telling 
his mother about the bruises, Jackie telephoned Rochester, spoke with Chad, and again the trampoline story was 
given. Actually, the version of that incident given to this writer by Jackie Conley was obtained. The victim's 
grandmother stated that Amanda'showed up at her Buckfield home unannounced after previously calling to verify 
that J~ckie wasn't home. Amanda pr<?ceeded to take one of her checks and signed Jackie's name, both without 
permission. As Amanda often lied to her mother, this appears to be nothing that necessarily surprised Jackie who 
agrees Amanda could get into trouble for such behavior. 

The far-reaching effects on the entire family were mentioned. Jackie and Kathy can't understand why Amanda 
didn't try to protect Kassidy. Kathy loved both Kassidy and Amanda, and she said that Chad took both away from 
"us." The children within the famili.es of Kathy and Jackie have gone through periods of difficulties. Kathy's 
twelve-year-old son, Josh, never got to see Kassidy much, but he loved her and all kids in general. Even though 
Josh never met Chad Evans, he had nightmares about the defendant coming to get him after Kassidy's murder. 
Since November 9, 2000, Kathy has done her best to keep as many details as possible away from her son and 
remains thankful to Channel 9 News for not being as explicit as other media sources regarding this high publicity " 
case. Jackie Conley'S youngest child, Scott Conley, experienced problems in school for approximately six weeks 
after 11-09-00. Nobody knew the cause for certain until Jackie became aware of two other children in his class 
named Amanda and Kassidy. 

Kathy's position on sentencing is that Amanda and Chad need to pay for their behavior. Amanda requires a 
lengthy incarceration sentence to be alone with her thoughts, adding that she never sensed a motherly, nurturing 
love from Kassidy's mother. In truth, what Kathy observed was more of possessiveness when other people, 
including Jackie, tried to hold the victim. Kathy and the rest of her family are still hoping for Amanda to return to 
them. Until that time happens, it is her position that Chad and his family will continue using and manipulating 
Amanda for as long as they need her, but this will end at some point. In her opinion, Chad's family are probably 
good people. Kathy still remembers the defendant's father telling her and Jackie at Kassidy's funeral the following: 
"If my son did this, he has to pay." While on this subject, Kathy stated that Mr. Evans and the rest of his family 
know that Chad is "an animal." Having said this, Kathy Jackson doesn't want Chad Evans ever to get out of prison, 
and recollections are vivid in her mind of how Chad "play acted for sympathy" in the courtroom by showing an 
occasional tear. All this led her to say, "it was so fake." There is no doubt in Kathy's mind that Chad "should not 
get out for what he did to that baby." As she pointed out, "this wasn't a one day temper tantrum" but "a pattern over 
an extended period of time." In essence, "there is no excuse" for his behavior. If Chad didn't want Kassidy around, 
Kathy can't understand why he didn't tell Amanda to bring her back to Jackie. She said that, "He tortured that little 
girl," and her death wasn't an accident. The deliberate and repeated beatings support Kathy's position that justice 
must be served for Kassidy. Having heard that baby killers receive lighter sentences because the victims aren't 
adults, Kathy Jackson stated that shouldn't happen in this instance. On the one hand, because "we're a Christian 
family," she and other family members are prepared to forgive and move on. This doesn't mean, though, that they 
will ever forget what Chad Evans did to Kassidy Bortner. 

Amanda Bortner (20) discussed a number of issues, and only those pertinent to the situation at hand will be 
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touched on. It appears that Kassidy's father, Robert Sheehan, -had never been involved in her life; and the victim's 
conception occurred when Amanda was broken up with her longtime boyfriend, Gabriel "Gabe" Snyder, who 
happened to be her first boyfriend. Upon Amanda becoming pregnant, she quit school and later got a GED. She 
gave a history of her childhood and described her family as "dysfunctional." Details of Amanda's upbringing will 
be discussed in more detail if, and when, a PSI is completed on Amanda's pending charges for Endangering The 
Welfare Of A Child. 

After Kassidy went to live with Jackie Conley, Amanda later moved in with her mother in Auburn, ME. It was 
during this time that Mrs. Conley is said to have collected welfare assistance for Kassidy, and Amanda worked at 

. the Martindale Country Club. She was then introduced to Chad Evans by her sister's boyfriend, Jefferey Marshall. 
Their first date at a concert on06~02-00 was recalled· as a wonderful time together. Around the beginning of July 
2000 Amanda and Kassidy began spending more time at Chad's house and lived with him right up until the victim's 
death. Amanda remembers the Maine State Police providing her an opportunity to get a lawyer. However, feeling 
"intimidated and scared," she just answered yes to their questions in hopes of getting out of the Kittery Police 
Station and wanting to see Kassidy. 

Kassidy is recalled as shy until she got to know and feel comfortable around people. Throughout her life, 
Amanda said that her daughter always had to have her attention and couldn't get used to anyone, including Chad, 
hugging or kissing Amanda. If that happened, the victim would begin to cry and even scream. In discussing her 
deceased daughter, Amanda indicated Kassidy and Chad had a close relationship. She still believes the person 
responsible for Kassidy's death is Jefferey Marshall who once spanked Kassidy so hard that it caused black and 
blue marks on her buttocks, and he brought the victim home sick after she drank some Windex. Jefferey wasn't 
going to tell Amanda about the Windex consumption, though, until she inquired into the reason for Kassidy's 
condition. The representation of Amanda Bortner is that her daughter's babysitter has a criminal record and history 
of violence, which wasn't allowed into the trial proceedings. 

To get back to Kassidy, her mother said that she loved real babies and all the things little girls enjoy. These 
included cars and items boys play with, considering that her days were spent with Kyle Evans. Probably Kassidy's 
favorite plaything was Tele Tubbies, one of which, amongst a few other children's toys, she was buried with. The 
victim also loved animals, music and bubble baths. According to Amanda, "she was really smart," and Chad would 
read to her daughter every night. Because mother and daughter were together so much, Amanda said that Kassidy 
was just like "a little me." 

Against Amanda's wishes, Kassidy was buried in Buckfield, ME. As soon as she is able to, her plans are to 
have her daughter moved closer to Amanda, probably sometime in the spring. Kassidy's loss has been "horrible," 
and Amanda thinks about her daily. Many emotions have been experienced. For a long time after 11-09-00, 
Amanda couldn't even look at babies; but as time passed, there were occasions when she just wanted to hold babies. 
Several times during our interview Amanda cried. For two weeks after Kassidy's death, Amanda wouldn't eat 
anything because, if Kassidy couldn't eat, she felt guilty doing so. This meant a drop in her usual weight of 135-
140 pounds to 110 pounds. When Amanda did start eating, she overate, but she is now back to her normal weight. 

An especially difficult time period for Amanda spans from November to February 4th. In this respect, Kassidy 
died on November 9th, the holidays are particularly lonely, and Amanda's and Kassidy's birthdays are January 21 st . 
and February 4th, respectively. At the time of our interview in this office, Amanda wasn't looking forward to her 
davghter's upcoming birthday and suspected that she'd just spend the day by herself. In memory of Kassidy, 
Amanda carries a miniature Tele Tubbie on her key chain, and she wears a necklace with a K on it. 

Apparently Amanda's relationship with her own family has pretty much been nonexistent since Kassidy's death. 
Her support and solace has been provided by Chad's family whom Amanda feels especially close to. As Amanda 
said, this is the first real sense of a normal family life that she has ever experienced. 

Pictures of the victim, as well as Amanda and the defendant together, were shown to this writer. Amanda 
refers to Chad Evans as "awesome," a "great father" to his son and step-son, always wanting to help people, and 
having treated her and Kassidy well. According to Amanda, the defendant used to buy Kassidy happy meals and 
chocolate donuts from Dunkin Donuts all the time. Throughout their time together, she and Chad were very much 
in love. Amanda wants very much to be able to seethe defendant and even asked this writer ifhe could do 
anything to bring that about (the reply was in the negative). Her position on sentencing is that Chad shouldn't be 
incarcerated because he has already paid enough of a price 'Just for grabbing" Kassidy's face. 
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A final few points will end this section. According to Amanda, her aunt, Kathy Jackson, never really knew 
Kassidy and supposedly only met her daughter once. With respect to Amanda's relationship with her sister, 
Jennifer, Amanda said that the two were never close until Chad came into the picture. Amanda feels that Jennifer 
was jealous of her relationship with Chad because he did things that Jefferey Marshall wouldn't do. Specifically, 
Amanda talked about how Chad bought her possessions, took her places and showed Amanda much attention. 

38. CODEFENDANT(S): 

Amanda Bortner is charged with two misdemeanor offenses in the Strafford County Superior Court for 
Endangering The Welfare Of A Child in connection with her twenty-one month old daughter, Kassidy Bortner, the 
offenses occurring during separate periods of time in Rochester, New Hampshire, specifically between 08-01-00 
and 11-08-00 and also 11-08-00 and 11-09-00. 

39. PERSONAL HISTORY: 

Chad Emory Evans is the oldest of three children born from the marriage of Pamela (Martin) and Chester 
Evans. The marriage occurred .on 05-23-70, with the other children being Jason Evans (28) and Nicole (Evans) 
Harvey (26). Although this is th'e first marriage for Mrs. Evans, the defendant's father had been married once 
before to a woman named Elizabeth }¥hose infidelity appears to have been a major factor leading to the divorce. 
Prior to Mr. Evans' separation from his first wife, the couple conceived two children, Tammy Napolitano (40) and 
Ronald Evans (38). After the separation of their parents, Tammy and Ronald were raised by their paternal 

. grandparents, Marjorie and Emory Evans, on their farm in Guilford, VT; as this appears to have been the children's 
choice in terms of residence. 

Tammy Napolitano, married with no children, lives in Guilford, VT and recently changed jobs after operating a 
travel agency. Residing in Brattleboro, VT, is Ronald Evans. A single, self-employed logger who cuts trees on 250 
acres of land in Vernon, VT, owned by his paternal grandparents, Chad's understanding is that Ronald has 
experienced some mental health problems and once spent some time in the State Hospital in Waterboro, VT. 
According to the defendant, he has maintained a close relationship with Tammy and Ronald despite the differences 
in their ages and not growing up together in the same household. 

This writer met his full biological siblings, Nicole and Jason. Nicole lives with her husband, Brandon Harvey, 
a Marine Mechanic at Winnasquam Marina (Belmont, NH), at 43 Mile Hill Road in Belmont, NH. They have been 
married a little over two years, and specific informati0n from Mr. and Mrs. Harvey will be provided later in this 
report. Nicole is the Program Coordinator at Girls, Inc. in Laconia, NH and recently took on a second job at a 
restaurant called Oliver's in Tilton, NH. According to Nicole, she did so to earn money to assist Chad in his legal 
fees (The Chad Fund). Like the rest of her family, Nicole dedicates her time to volunteer organizations, such as 
Teens Against Tobacco, The Red Cross and Toys for Tots. Jason Evans lives with his parents in Keene, NH, has a 
three-year-old daughter with whom liberal visitation rights are exercised, and maintains the position of Shift 
Manager for McDonald's Restaurant in Keene, NH. As has been the case with other members of the Evans family, 
Jason has been working for McDonald's for quite some time, moving back to the Keene area in 1999 after holding. 
the position of Manager of McDonald's in Rochester. 

For approximately thirty-one years, Chester and Pamela Evans, whose ages are 52 and 60 years, respectively, 
have lived in their own home at 71 Sullivan Street, Keene, NH. This is where Chad was raised, reportedly free of 
any family dysfunction or abuse victimization. His childhood years are fondly remembered riding in his father's 
truck while Mr. Evans operated his business called Chet's Rubbish Removal, as the City of Keene did not have 
trash pickUp. Some interesting stories in this regard were provided by his parents. Still fondly recalled is how 
much Chad looked forward to riding on the rubbish removal truck. It meant so much to him that the defendant 
would go into the bathroom in the middle of the night and curl up on the floor to sleep to ensure that Mr. Evans 
didn't leave him . .One day, thinking that Chad was exhausted after accompanying him three to four days in a row 
on his route, Mr. Evans left Chad at home. When Chad learned that his father had left without him, he promptly 
walked five miles to the dump in the middle of winter at the age of eight years to meet his father. Chester Evans 
told this writer that the fumes forced him to sell his rubbish removal business in 1985. According to Chad, it 
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appears the family lived off the sale proceeds of the business for a while until his parents decided to take positions 
at McDonald's in Keene. At the time, Chad was already working at McDonald's in Keene and received a $50 
bonus for each individual whom he recruited. This allowed for the defendant to receive an estimated $500 in 
recruitment fees, apparently including his mother and father who started at McDonald's in 1987 and 1988, 
respectively; and his parents still work at McDonald's in Keene. While his mother does bookkeeping and 
accounting for the restaurant, his father, a "Jack of All Trades," does maintenance work there and at seven other 
McDonald's in the area. Interestingly, like the rest of her fam ily, Nicole once worked ~t the Keene McDonald's. 
The talents of his father even went so far as coming up with an invention that made doormats from tires, and Chad 
helped his father in manufacturing the mats. 

Chad's years through high school consisted of his mother always being home to care for the children when 
school got out, as Mrs. Evans arranged her hours at McDonald's so that she could be home after classes let out for 
the day. The picture this writer received'from Chad and the rest of the Evans family is that generosity characterized 
the home, and his parents and siblings described years of people who were going through some hard times living 
with them. Chad remembers his father always working hard to support the family and being his "idol." 
Throughout the years, Mr. Evans has given of his time, knowledge and possessions freely, engaging in a number of 
volunteer services. Each of the Evans children followed suit, with Chad and his brother going to nursing homes to 
visit the elderly. In high school, the defendant was a member of the Demolay and continued volunteerism in his 
adult years by becoming a member of the Jaycees in Rochester. This organization does a lot of volunteer 
comn:lUnity and social activities by h,elping underprivileged kids at Christmas, raising money for the Rochester Fire 
Department, etc. Beginning approximately thirteen years ago, Chad volunteered for the Special Olympics in 
Keene, NH, continuing his services after moving to Rochester, NH by helping to serve McDonald's meals to the 
athletes of the Special Olympics at the University of New Hampshire. 

A's were generally earned through elementary school, and Chad reports honor roll marks appearing on his 
report cards in junior high school. Those earlier academic years consisted of getting along with all his teachers to 
the point of some students accusing Chad of being the "teacher's pet." In his words, his parents raised him to 
respect others and authority figures, which has continued concerning the correctional officers at the Strafford 
County House of Corrections. The only disciplinary problem able to be recalled occurred as a seventh grader when 
some eighth graders were picking on a handicapped student by taking his hat. Upon Chad coming to the 
youngster's defense, he and one of the instigators got into a pushing confrontation. As a result of the incident, Chad 
ended up serving a two day out-of-school suspension, leading the principal to acknowledge that this was his only 
choice, and another teacher expressing her appreciation for Chad's efforts to protect the boy. Other than that one 
incident, he could recall not even serving a detention,.except maybe once in high school. As Chad said during our 
interviews, he has sensitivity to others who are underprivileged and may not have the same advantages as many 
other people. 

The defendant's first year or two of high school went through some ups and downs. His honor roll grades 
continued during the first half of freshman year at Keene High School. A decline in his motivation and focus took 
place over the next year causing most grades to slip to the C range and even an F might have occurred in Algebra 

'II. This academic deterioration can be traced to two close friends dying within forty-five to sixty days of each 
other. Chad's best friend committed suicide, and his fourteen-year-old cousin, Tim King, accidentally shot himself. 
Learned from his father is that Tim had been partially paralyzed several years earlier in an accident, and he tripped 
over something on the day of his death carrying a loaded gun, which discharged. The defendant's conclusion was, 
"What's the point?" That is, why work hard and achieve objectives if you're just going to die anyway. After the 
first half of his sophomore year, though, he came out of this mindset, returned to honor roll status and even 
achieved high honors his senior year at Keene High School prior to graduating in 1990. In fact, according to his 
father, Chad received the Most Improved Student Award during his senior year of high school. 

Sports were participated in by Chad while growing up. In particular, football continued to be something that he 
enjoyed even in high school, participating until his sophomore year. Health problems apparently interfered with his 
physical activity, suffering a cracked vertebra and a serious left elbow injury in a motorcycle crash in 1983. At 
some point, it became necessary to have a plastic piece inserted into his elbow, and the back injury developed into a 
bulging disc that still bothers him. From what can be determined, Chad eventually contracted meningitis that 
proved to be the obstacle in continuing to play football. 
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Without football, Chad utilized his energies by participating in the Demolay and other clubs, like the Business 
Leaders of America, as well as working after school, weekends and summer vacations at McDonald's in Keene, 
NH. This employment began in his freshman year of high school by putting into practice the strong work ethic 
learned by riding his father's rubbish removal truck as a youngster. Apparently due to his hard work and attention 
to detail, the company saw how much pride Chad put into his work and promoted him to Assistant Manager of 
McDonald's his senior year. This was highly unusual for anyone his age to be given this kind of responsibility and 
position; and after graduating from high school in 1990, Chad stayed on as the Assistal!t Manager. 

At.one time, the defendant had aspirations of becoming the Mayor of Keene, NH. A decision was made to run 
for the Keene School Board at the age of nineteen after experiencing firsthand as a student in the 1989-1990 

. academic year the effects on students and teachers by a general state of low morale because the teachers were 
working without a contract. These problems entered the classroom and hampered the learning environment. 
Finding himself elected for a three-year term, Chad remembers sitting side by side with some very influential 
citizens and voting on proposals affecting the $19 million dollar budget. Through questioning and voting against 
measures felt not to be in the best interests ofthe citizens, students, teachers and the school district as a whole, the 
defendant feels that he gained much respect in the position that, "I took it seriously." The entire experience was an 
eye-opener and proved valuable in helping to develop management skills over the next ten years. 

Because Chad accepted a promotion as Manager of the McDonald is in Rochester, NH, which had been 
floundering and doing poorly, he couldn't fulfill his duties for the last year of his term on the school board and had 
to resign. He therefore moved to Ro~hester, NH in 1992 and purchased the home at 191 Milton Road the following 
year. In spite of his incarceration, Chad still owns the property entailing an $800 monthly mortgage. A friend, 
Travis Hunt, moved into the home during the Fall of2000 and continues to live there by paying $300 per month 
rent. Travis, currently working at Burger King, is referred to as a good friend and former fellow employee of the 
Rochester McDonald's when Chad became the Manager. 

Since leaving high school, Chad has taken courses through Franklin Pierce College, mostly in the management 
field, in 1991 and 1992, but took an additional course at a private company in Portsmouth in 1996. The majority 
were continuing education courses at Keene High School to keep up on changes in management required for a 
successful career. An estimated twelve to twenty college credits were earned, and besides management courses, 
Chad remembers some classes to be in public speaking and in the motivational area. 

From 1986 to about the time of his arrest, Chad worked for Colley McCoy Management Group, which owns 
and manages approximately eighty McDonald's Restaurants in the New England area. That corporation continued 
to employ Chad after his transfer to McDonald's in Rochester to take over the managerial duties. In his two years at 
the Rochester McDonald's, Chad said sales increased such that it was named to the 114 million club for that time 
period. This meant that the restaurant had increased the revenue total by at least 1/4 million dollars over the 
previous year, an accomplishment occurring only by a concerted effort of Chad to bring about "a change in 
attitude" of the employees. In order to do this, he did a lot of recruitment and brought in workers dedicated to the 
same principles that his parents had instilled in him. He started off by going into Spaulding High School, talking to 
the administration and getting permission to speak to groups of students about the kind of employees the restaurant 
needed. A significant positive step turned out to be the Captain of the football team applying and getting hired, and 
more Spaulding High School students followed him. In 1993 and 1994, Chad volunteered his time to Project Pride 
in.Rochester by talking to youngsters and recruiting more employees in that manner. His talks to Project Pride 
students covered topics such as life and budgeting skills. Finally, he went to senior citizen centers to get some 
older people to work in the eating area cleaning up and providing customer service to patrons. The result was a 
turnaround in the quality of service, cleanliness and increased revenue. 

Chad's reward for these achievements was to be named the General Manager in 1995. This involved 
maintaining full control over three McDonald's Restaurants located in Kittery, Hampton and Rochester. While in 
that position, he developed a training program called "Adopt A Manager." It was essentially a two-week buddy 
system approach in which a new manager would job shadow a veteran manager. Besides this training program, he 
arranged for a play structure costing $300,000 to be built at the Rochester McDonald's. According to Chad, this 
was the first such structure in this area; and due to such a huge money investment by the company, he originated a 
manual for it. 

In 1997, Colley McCoy Management Group promoted Chad to Area Supervisor entailing overseeing all the 
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operational responsibilities of eight McDonald's in a geographic area spanning from Rochester, NH to Methuen, 
MA. The eating establishments were located in Rochester (2), Greenland (1), Hampton (1), Hampton Beach (1), 
Portsmouth (1) and Methuen (2). Some of these were changing over time and being replaced by McDonald's in 
other towns and cities. To get an idea of the defendant's duties, his day-to-day operations might consist of 
newspaper advertising, generating sales, anything to do with the organizational structure, enhancing people skills, a 
great deal of training, hiring and firing, community involvement, preparing yearly budgets, approving all budgetary 
aspects, etc. Ordinarily, Chad had supervision of approximately 200 employees, sometimes increasing to 240 when 
the beach areas were in season, and managing restaurants bringing in close to $10 million dollars in sales annually. 
His annual salary amounted to approximately $70,000, and Chad worked between eighty and ninety hours weekly 
after first receiving the promotion. Conceding that the long work hours had a detrimental impact on his marriage, 
Chad wanted every McDonald's under his supervision to be a "destination rather than a stopping place." As a result 
of his arrest on 11-16-00, Chad reports hiking a leave of absence from his position with Colley McCoy so as to not 
bring any of the negative publicity surrounding the cases onto McDonald's. All agreed this was best, and the 
defendant said the corporation expressed a willingness for his return once the criminal cases were resolved. 

A couple more awards to be mentioned during his affiliation with McDonald's involved the Rochester 
restaurant. According to the defendant, McDonald's was named the Rochester Business of the Year in 1995 while 
he was still Manager. Two years later the Jaycees awarded the Rochester McDonald's a similar recognition due to 
its community involvement. ' 

puring his approximately ten ye~rs living at 191 Milton Road in Rochester, NH, Chad had three live-in 
girlfriends, with one, Tristan Wentworth, who is from Milton, NH, becoming his wife. For approximately 3 112 
years until the beginning of 1996, he co-habitated with Mary Paquette, whose comments will be included later in 
this report. According to the defendant, he and Mary are still friends, had many of the same interests but sought 
different goals. In this latter respect, Mary was satisfied with the "status quo," while Chad remembers himself to be 
"driven" and wanting to get ahead inJife. 

After the breakup with Mary Paquette, Chad began living with Tristan Wentworth, who had been working at 
McDonald's in Rochester. They had a nine-month courtship, with the last four to five months spent living in the 
defendant's home prior to getting married on 11-24-96. On the one hand, Chad said the marriage was probably 
going to happen anyhow, but Tristan's pregnancy only hastened the wedding. Tristan brought another child, Brent 
Lincoln (DOB: 06-21-93), into the union. This child had been born from a prior relationship Tristan had with a Joe 
Lincoln, with Chad having a "great" relationship with Brent who calls him daddy. Their son, Kyle Evans, was born 
on 07-16-97 and will be starting school next year. Prior to Chad's arrest, Kyle was in a pre-school program called 
Crossroads Kindergarten in Dover operated by Tri-City Christian Academy. 

Pertinent at this point is to discuss the defendant's four-year marriage with Tristan Evans prior to the final 
divorce on or about 10-20-00. Upon first meeting each other, Chad described himself and Tristan as immature and 
not ready for what married life requires. In addition to the lack of maturity, a factor leading to the marital 
separation was a breakdown of communication. According to Chad, both were very motivated, had different goals, 
and didn't communicate those goals to each other. One of his goals was to work extremely hard and put Tristan 
through school. Therefore, Chad wasn't home much, and this proved detrimental to their marriage. Eventually, the 
couple simply drifted apart, and Tristan had been talking about leaving Chad shortly before he was arrested by the 
RQchester Police Department for assaulting her on 03-28-99. The details of those two Simple Assault offenses will 
be covered in the next section. When those offenses occurred, Chad referred to himself as much more "emotionally 
charged" than he'd ever been before (worrying about his wife leaving him). There was also the fear of not having 
his son around him twenty-four hours a day. The breakup of his marriage made Chad realize what he actually had 
with Tristan and the importance of his time with Kyle. Chad believes that he and Tristan have grown tremendously 
emotionally, remain very good friends and can talk about anything. Considering the positive changes each made in 
one another's life, he feels their marriage, if still intact, would have an excellent chance of succeeding. With respect 
to himself, the defendant has become less self-focused and more open to understanding Tristan's feelings and the 
things that are important to her. The importance of her needs are now clear, which wasn't necessarily the case 
during their marriage, but Chad had been developing more understanding regarding that area toward the end of 
their time together. What has always been important to the defendant is Kyle, any free time devoted to his son and 
Brent; but his "alone time" was never really spent with Tristan. After the separation and divorce, Chad recalls the 
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quantitY of his time with Kyle just increasing. 
Soon after the Simple Assault offenses committed against Tristan, Chad entered into group counseling sessions 

with·Scott Hampton who ran a domestic violence batterers group at the Strafford Guidance Center. After 
completing the sessions, he decided to attend one-on-one counseling with another Strafford Guidance Center 
therapist, Gray Fitzgerald. In their ten to twelve individual sessions, Chad said that he learned a lot more about 
anger, how it fuels over with unmet needs, and what it takes to be a good communicator. This first experience with 
counseling also transmitted the importance of listening and patience; and although it had been his nature, things 
can't always be fixed right now. Chad said that this year or so in therapy convinced him that counseling does work 
in the right setting. He did find the individual sessions with Mr. Fitzgerald more productive than the group 
counseling because a better give and take environment existed. However, Chad wanted to emphasize that this 
doesn't mean group therapy failed, but individual counseling simply proved more beneficial for him. The tools 
learned in group therapy spanning from approximately March 1999 to December 1999 and the individual meetings 
with Mr. Fitzgerald, ending several months prior to Amanda and Kassidy Bortner entering his life, taught Chad 
different techniques and ideas about how to handle everyday potential volatile situations. Self-awareness became 
especially important. According to the defendant, counseling made him realize that trying to solve problems 
without asking for help had just increased his "unmet needs." Enough insight became available so that he related 
no longer getting so frustrated when life didn't go his way. Rather than addressing another person as "you" when 
discussing an issue, he found it helpful to turn the perspective around to "I." This allowed Chad to share in 
decisions and responsibilities concerning whatever was happening at the moment. Especially with Tristan and 
Amanda, Chad claims that his appro~ch to issues occurred without placing blame on the other person. 

Upon completing counseling at the Strafford Guidance Center, the defendant expected to have "a new lease on 
life." While it is true that his relationship with Tristan improved due to increased communication, two new people, 
Amanda and Kassidy, entered his life. Chad couldn't understand why some difficulties with his emotions continued 
to be experienced, in spite of believing that his emotions and feelings had been sufficiently addressed in the 
counseling arena. Now new sets of circumstances were created by Amanda Bortner and her daughter. 

Following his arrest, incarceration and release on bail in November 2000, the defendant read two books over 
the next few months centering on feelings and self-help. From Resolving Conflicts, he learned that conflict doesn't 
have to produce a winner. It is easier to admit one's mistakes and realize that the world doesn't need to revolve 
around Chad Evans. Also helpful was to understand that compromising and working out differences leads to the 
chances of long-lasting relationships, and "a cool-down period" is often helpful. According to Chad, Resolving 
Conflicts proved particularly useful in his relationship with Amanda Bortner. Prior to 11-10-00, Chad said the two, 
both having "explosive personalities," had become physical during confrontations with each other. The book 
permitted them to "compromise" during the time period from December 2000 to August 2001. Shalom, written by 
Leo Sabousky, taught Chad that, "Problems tend to resolve themselves when not met with impulse and aggressive 
actions." This seemed to apply to his disciplining and reactions to Kassidy Bortner. In this respect, the defendant 
feels that if he hadn't reacted to Kassidy's screaming and yelling by grabbing her face, Chad believes he might not 
be sitting in this chair Gail). Another principle still practiced, even at the Strafford County House of Corrections, is 
to wait two seconds after a person speaking to him ends a sentence before responding. As far as Tristan is 
concerned, Chad remembers often interrupting her during their relationship. Also providing tranquility and sound 

. a<ivice in conducting his life, including while with Amanda Bortner in violation of his bail conditions, were 
readings from the Bible, which Chad and Amanda studied together. All this just made the defendant realize that he 
had unresolved issues concerning Kassidy and Amanda. Already alluded to is that, by putting these various self
help suggestions into practice, Chad has been able to avoid conflicts and prevent incidents from escalating into 
physical confrontations at the Strafford County House of Corrections in spite of all the stressors at the penal 
facility. 

Tristan Evans (age 25) was interviewed in this office for the PSI. Agreeing with her ex-husband's assessment, 
Tristan said that she and Chad were too immature to get married. A tremendous amount of stress in their lives was 
caused by Chad working sometimes 100 hours weekly in his job, and Tristan, also working nights and weekends, 
attended classes full-time at New Hampshire Technical Institute in Concord, NH. After three years of going to 
college, she received an Associates Degree in Applied Science with a major in Radiology. Such hectic schedules 
prevented them from spending much time together. In the process, meaningful communication proved difficult, if 
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not impossible, to have. Chad's foclls was on making a lot of money, planning for the future, but neglecting the 
present. For example, he ensured Tristan had an IRA and both boys college funds. Her description of the 
defendant is as sensitive and always willing to help others. This latter attribute meant people took advantage of him 
in certain instances. For example, he let people live at his house rent-free and once gave an individual $400 to paint 
his house. Although Tristan told Chad that this man had done the same thing to her father, Chad still turned over 
the $400, and the work was never perfonned, just like with her father. During their marriage, Tristan was the 
disciplinarian. Chad never utilized strict disciplinary measures and pretty much let Kyle and Brent do as they 
pleased. Any efforts to address the kids' behavior by Chad consisted of a time-out, only to change his mind five 
seconds later by explaining to Kyle and Brent what they did wrong. Tristan stated that Chad has been a great father 
to the children and treated Brent just like his own biological son. Even though Brent knows his father, he still calls 
the defendant "dad." With respect to corporal punishment, Tristan never saw Chad hit either of the boys nor has 

. she ever known her ex-husband to use steroids or abuse alcohol or drugs. She has seen Chad under the influence of 
alcohol but denies that he'd become violent (only obnoxious). Despite his incarceration, Chad continues to be very 
involved in Kyle's life and wants to know everything he is doing. Kyle is always excited to talk to his father, and 
Tristan intends to continu~ to bring her son to visit Chad for as long as Kyle desires. 

Tristan, a resident of Exeter, NH and employed doing CAT Scans at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston, agrees that 
Chad has a temper. During their marriage, they had arguments, and their physical confrontations involved mainly 
pushing each other. The most serious incident happened on 03-28-99 when Tristan, after being at a friend's house 
for dinner, arrived home four to five hours late. Chad, who was in bed, accused Tristan of having an affair, which 
is something he'd done a number of other times. On this occasion, though, while neither had been drinking alcohol 
or using drugs, the argument led to Chad pushing Tristan in the neck area causing her to fall back over the bed. To 
avoid waking the children, they decided to "take it downstairs." Contrary to the statement Tristan gave to the 
police, Chad, rather than dragging her downstairs by her hair, did so by grabbing her clothes near the back of her 
neck. Tristan's reason for telling the Rochester Police that Chad pulled her hair was to increase the chances of him 
being required to leave for the night. Once on the first floor they slapped each other across the face, and the 
incident ended. Her only wish was for Chad to be removed for the night, but he was charged criminally and 
convicted a year later of two Simple Assaults. Immediately after his arrest, Chad entered into counseling . 
voluntarily, and Tristan saw an improvement in his attitude. This includes easing up on his striving to be a succesS 
and earn a great deal of money. According to Tristan, she even accompanied Chad to one of the counseling 
sessions but didn't care for it. Efforts were still put forth to make the marriage work for the sake of the children. 
By December 1999, Tristan knew divorce was the only answer, and this took place on the friendliest of terms. The 
couple agreed child support wasn't necessary. Instead, Chad kept Kyle's health insurance in effect, paid for his pre
school expenses and other financial obligations, and always gave Tristan money if unexpected expenses arose for 
Kyle. Since the separation, she and Chad have grown up a great deal and become wonderful friends. Tristan is 
aware that the defendant always hoped to reconcile, but she didn't want that. 

Tristan found herself happy that Chad entered into a dating relationship with Amanda Bortner because it took 
his focus off of getting back with her. Contrary to reports in the discovery, Tristan denies ever telling Amanda to 
get out of the relationship with Chad because he would abuse her. On 10-31-00 Tristan did call DCYF as a result 
of observing bruises on Kassidy Bortner twice over a one-week period. The decision to make the report was 
precipitated after seeing new bruises at the end of that week. The bruises were located on Kassidy's forehead and 
down the side of her face and neck area. Upon calling DCYF, Tristan didn't say a particular person was either 
responsible for the bruises or suspected of inflicting them. She only indicated to the child protective agency that 
there was a babysitter and in the home was Chad, Amanda and Kassidy. One thing Tristan did report to DCYF is 
that there had been a history of domestic violence. Before making the telephone call on 10-31-00, Tristan 
contemplated doing so for a week. Now, in hindsight, she wonders if Kassidy would still be alive if the call had 
been made immediately. At no time did Tristan say that Chad was the person suspected of inflicting the bruises, 
and she still believes in his innocence. Concerning Kassidy Bortner, Tristan felt that she appeared quiet and slow. 
In her visits to the defendant's home, she never heard Kassidy utter a word until a couple days before her death 
when the victim said "bye-bye" to her. Tristan remembers asking Chad if there was something wrong with 
Kassidy, and the defendant replied really not knowing. 

Chad Evans chose to discuss his time with Amanda and Kassidy Bortner. In doing so, he produced a picture of 
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Kassidy, as well as photographs of Kyle and Brent together for Halloween and the defendant and Kyle during a 
visitation session on bail. He originally met Amanda Bortner through Jefferey Marshall. Although Chad claims 
that Jefferey kept after him to go out with Amanda, Mr. Marshall, in his interview with this writer, recalls the 
defendant being the one who pursued the date. The two enjoyed each other's company, had much in common, with 
Chad developing "strong feelings" for Amanda. Approximately seven to ten days after meeting Amanda Bortner, 
Chad said that she brought Kassidy over to his house. They had a wonderful time together, and in early July 2000 

. mother and daughter moved in with Chad. His first recollection of Amanda and Kassidy living at the 191 Milton 
Road residence was for a birthday party for Brent and Kyle on 07-08-00. According to the defendant, the four of 
them (including Kyle) became a family and enjoyed going on outings. Unlike his marriage to Tristan, he said they 
were a family unit. However, still recovering from his failed marriage to Tristan and emotionally scarred from a 
girl in high school cheating on him, Chad hesitated allowing himself to get fully involved in another relationship. 
Hence, a real hesitation existed in discussing his feelings about, and to, Amanda. On a couple of occasions Chad 
told Amanda he loved her, only to ask himself, "What did Ijust say?" Amanda, though, freely discussed her 
feelings and love for the defendant, but she maintained a certain jealousy toward Tristan and thought Chad still had 
feelings for heL In reality, there was some truth to this because he always thought a reconciliation with his 
estranged wife was possible. Soinewhat of a standing joke among people was that Chad still had a piece of his 
wedding cake in the freezer. 

Regarding Kassidy Bortner,' the defendant recalls showing much patience with her, playing with and teaching 
the victim new things, and taking care of her when she was sick. Difficult for Chad to understand is the change in 
her demeanor. After they played for' a period of time, Kassidy, an hour later, would start crying and screaming over 
Chad showing affection to Amanda. This jealousy is nothing Kyle or Brent exhibited. In hopes of "getting her 
attention" and stopping the behavior, Chad would say Kassidy's name. When this wasn't successful, he grabbed her 
face and made the victim look at him, usually bringing about success of Chad receiving her attention. The defense 
attorney didn't want to pursue this writer's line of questioning regarding how hard Chad grabbed Kassidy's face. By 
Chad's own admission, some poor choices were made concerning his behavior and discipline toward Kassidy, and 
this is something Chad isn't proud of. The face grabbing incidents occurred a number of times; and the defense 
attorney stated, and Chad agreed, that he did become aware of the "marks" on her face. 

At times beginning to cry in our interview, Chad remembers Kassidy as a "tough cookie." This appears to be a 
reference to her play with Kyle, who was used to playing with his older half-brother, Brent. In playing with Brent, 
Kyle and Kassidy, Chad would wrestle with them and use varying amounts offorce when playfully throwing the 
kids on the bed, being the least rough with Kassidy. Missing and thinking about Kassidy all the time, he expressed 
his love for her. Her absence brings about a longing for her "loves and kisses," and Kassidy getting on his lap 
while Chad ate a bowl of ice cream. Fond remembrances remain of Kyle and Kassidy playing well with each other 
and sharing. For instance, if Kyle got something, he would say, "What about Kassidy?" 

Concerning the face grabbing, Chad is ashamed of the discipline measure and can't understand how he could do 
something like that to a person he loved. This is "a major pain in my heart everyday thinking about it." Even 
though a second opportunity to do things differently would be his wish, Chad knows this is impossible. Due to 
certain things he has done, the defendant hates himself and realizes that he'll never be "absolved" until seeing 
Kassidy in heaven. Only too clear is that his "decisions and stupidity" have affected everyone, including Kyle. 
Having always been very involved in his son's life, the defendant is now relegated to being a "stat man," knowing 
all about Kyle but unable to be with him. Unimportant in the "grand scheme of things" now was his focus prior to 
his arrest of getting ahead, maintaining a great job and building college funds for Brent and Kyle. 

After his release from the Strafford County House of Corrections on bail in November 2000, Chad,continued to 
live at his home at 191 Milton Road in Rochester. By that time, Amanda Bortner was living in Texas but calling 
Chad's residence. To avoid violating his bail, he would not answer her .calls but did once by mistake. The two 
started talking, and she discussed her loneliness and missing him. Chad felt very bad for Amanda, especially 
considering that she was trying to cope with her daughter'S death. Amanda told Chad of her intentions to move 
back to New Hampshire, and they got together over Christmas 2000 at his parents' home. With Amanda believing . 

. in his innocence, it appears that Chad threw himself deeply into their relationship over the next seven months, 
living together at approximately four locations, including his grandparents' property in Vermont, Vanessa 
Mansson's residence, and with an ex-boyfriend of Vanessa. Concerning employment, Chad, feeling that he had to' 
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get out of the Strafford County area to find work, considering the negative publicity associated with these criminal 
cases, found ajob with Dominos Pizza in Keene earning $15,000 annually. 

Chad talked about some issues that this writer raised by denying ever having a gambling problem, just doing so 
recreationally beginning in the Fall of 2000 when, with a friend, they each bet $25 per football game on a weekly 
basis. According to Chad, he did quite well and would have stopped ifhe had started to lose. He also denied a 
history of substance abuse, claiming to have smoked marijuana a couple times in high school and tried cocaine once 
during and after graduating from Keene High SchooL Alcohol is reported to have nev:er interfered with his 
marriage or job, didn't dominate his life and wasn't a regular occurrence. The defendant said that he has been 
intoxicated and, based upon the comments of others, obnoxious behavior on his part has occurred under the 
influence of alcohol. Chad did say that he could usually drink more alcohol than other people accompanying him 
in terms of quantity, but it was never craved or needed. One subject this writer wanted to pursue was any possible 
steroid use. Through his attorney, Chad'claims never using this drug. 

Vanessa Mansson (30), along with four other of Chad's friends, met with this writer individually. Her 
friendship with the defendant began when each was four years old in 1976, attending the same schools as far back 
as nursery school. In their early childhood years, Vanessa would wait at the back windqw of her home just to see 
Chad ride by in his father's rubbish removal truck. Even today his grandfather has a picture of a cow, which had 
been on his grandparents' farm, rtamed after her by Chad. In elementary school and junior high school, each, 
having different interests, associated with other people; but they became very close as freshmen in high school. It 
was then that they had a close friend, commit suicide, leading Chad to say to Vanessa, "Okay Vanessa, we'll get 
through this together." Four months later, Vanessa, who suffers from depression, attempted suicide, and Chad was 

. there for her. From that point on, he was able to talk her out of wanting to end her life. Vanessa, who has 
contemplated suicide many times, ended up in a hospital after one such effort, and there is no doubt in her mind that 
she's alive because of Chad. Even when he wasn't present, Vanessa wondered what Chad would say during 
moments of suicidal thoughts, there.by getting her through those dark times. When Chad and his girlfriend, Barbara 
Brooks, would break up, he and Vanessa, both graduating from Keene High School the same year, dated during 
their high school years. According to Vanessa, the defendant never emotionally or physically abused her. On one 
occasion, when Chad was dating Barbara, he and Vanessa saw Barbara with an ex-boyfriend, whom Barbara had a' 
restraining order against at the time. Apparently this proved extremely upsetting to the defendant, and he and 
Vanessa talked the rest of the night about the situation. As Chad had done so much to help her, Vanessa did her 
best to console the defendant. Concerning Barbara (Brooks), who is now married and lives somewhere in Keene, 
NH, Vanessa recalls Barbara to be extremely jealous of her close relationship with Chad. Vanessa said that 
Barbara was "moody one minute and crazy the next minute." A number of times Vanessa witnessed Barbara hit 
Chad in the head, and his only reaction was to grab her arms for protection purposes. This writer would like to 
point out that Vanessa wasn't even going to give Barbara Brooks' name and only did upon request. As a result, it 
seems that Vanessa brought up the subject of Barbara as Chad's ex-girlfriend in passing rather than a conscious 
effort to do so. This is important because of allegations of abusive and controlling behavior Barbara (Brooks) 
Hamel has made against the defendant. 

Different adjectives were used by Vanessa to discuss her longtime friend. Chad is said to be "selfless" by 
doing things for others out of the goodness of his heart, "genuine," a "very tender person," sensitive, "just a 
beautiful man,""a wonderful father," "her rock," just "perfect," unlike herself an "optimist," a "magical person," 
and extremely trusting and protective of people to the point of being naiVe. At some point, Vanessa was a victim of' 
a date rape. In hopes of getting the defendant to beat up her attacker, she asked Chad to do something about it; and 
his response was that such behavior wasn't going to solve anything. His sensitivity was exemplified by an 
emotionally close bond· to Kyle, who has the same mannerisms and looks as his father, and Vanessa has also 
observed Chad's love for Kyle firsthand. 

Despite their geographic separation, Vanessa and Chad have always kept in touch. After her separation from 
her ex-husband, Vanessa moved back to New Hampshire from New Jersey in 1995, and Chad proved to be a huge 
emotional support for her. Vanessa has a nine-year-old son who is ADHD, and Chad shows great patience with 
him. Even with her seven-year-old daughter, he lets her put his hair in hairdos. Her trust for the defendant is to the 
point that he is the only one Vanessa feels comfortable leaving her children with, and "they miss him a lot." 

No matter what the situation has been, Chad has made time for Vanessa, and it frightens her to think that he 
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may not be around for her in the future. A further example of his trustworthiness is Vanessa always being able to 
tell Chad her deepest secrets without fear of them getting repeated. He is definitely not the monster some people 
think he is right now. To the contrary, Chad is the mirror of his father, willing to give up everything to help others, 
and Vanessa is certain it is impossible for Chad to have done this to Kassidy. Although the media portrayed the 
defendant as emotionless when the verdicts were read at trial, Vanessa knows this not to be the case. Chad doesn't 
show his emotions, but instead his neck, cheeks and ears become red. This happened throughout the trial and at the 
time the verdicts were read convincing Vanessa of Chad's emotional state. 

The nature of Chad Evans has always been to feel bad for other people. During his trial, Vanessa related that 
he didn't want putting other people out by being there. The same applied to Vanessa traveling from Keene to Dover 
to meet with this writer. Because of who Chad Evans is, Vanessa will do anything for him. When she lost her legal 
assistant job at the Cheshire County Attorney Office for helping the defendant and Amanda Bortner last year, Chad 
again told her that he was sorry for this happening. However, Vanessa told this writer that it was worth losing her 
job for Chad. Vanessa, as well as another one of Chad's friends, Jeremy Hinton, brought up the fact that Amanda 
probably wouldn't have made it through the period after Kassidy's death without the defendant. 

Jack Loftus (50) is a Comptroller for Colley McCoy Management Group at the main office in Windham, NH 
and has been working there for seventeen years. By his recollection, he has known Chad for ten years, really only 
well personally and professionally beginning five years ago when ~e got promoted to Area Supervisor. The 
defendant is described as "always an up and coming star" in the company. On a personal level, Jack spent a lot of 
time,with Chad around the time of his divorce, talking about his marital problems, and their relationship only 
became closer. Jack was able to see how Chad interacted with Kyle and Brent, which was very well. His opinion 
of Chad is that he really cared about his family and people in general exemplified by having "forwarded" money to 
individuals from his own pocket. Chad's thinking has been practical and down to earth and certainly that of a 
caring person. Through all of their conversations, Jack said that Chad kept saying how a little girl (Kassidy) died 
rather than focusing on himself. With the two continuing to speak on a regular basis, Jack believes that the 
defendant is sorry for any part he played in Kassidy's death. Professionally, the defendant's management style has 
been to provide people under him with emotional and money support and possessing the knack of recognizing 
qualities in people which management is looking for in terms of promotions. He was also good at developing those 
skills and utilizing the patience many workers needed in the restaurant setting. In summary, he was willing to 
devote his time and energies to people wanting to advance in the McDonald's hierarchy. Over the years Jack 
observed how well Chad related to the kids in Special Olympics (sponsor~d by McDonald's). Chad continues to 
receive the respect of Jack Loftus who quoted the motto that the defendant lives by: "You can get anything you 
want in life if you help enough other people to get what they want." After his arrest, Chad is the one who 
approached management and suggested a leave of absence be taken so as to not draw the corporation into the 

,criminal cases in any way. 
Stephanie Bolduc (28) has known Chad Evans for almost eleven years. Their friendship began during her 

junior or senior year at Spaulding High School. Unlike many others this writer met, Stephanie never worked at 
McDonald's but just got to know Chad by frequenting the restaurant. After her graduation from high school, 
Stephanie continued her friendship with Chad while working as a receptionist at Hair Everywhere, where he had his 
hair cut. At some point, Stephanie went to college and started operating her parents' printing business. Chad was a 
c¥stomer, and he has "always been a great friend". Knowing his entire family, Stephanie refers to Chad as a 
wonderful father, and the entire Evans unit reflective of "Leave It To Beaver." 

Throughout their friendship, Stephanie found Chad extremely mature for his age and provided sound advice to 
her. This was especially true of money management and investing, but his generosity always came through. He 
treated Stephanie and her other friends with thoughtfulness and remained a totally "selfless person" and "humble." 
Constantly evident has been Chad's generosity and extremely practical side. Stephanie still remembers how Chad 
planned his entire wedding to Tristan and paid for it himself. Upon discovering Tristan's pregnancy, he started to 
cry, referring to it as "a miracle." An example of Chad's humility is a motor vehicle accident in front of his house 
in Rochester, NH several years ago when he helped some of those involved to escape the perils of leaking gasoline 
and fire. Stephanie recalls the defendant's embarrassment over people thinking that he was a hero because Chad 
believed his actions were only what others would have done under the same circumstances. An example of Chad's 
generous side involved his desire to become a member in 1999 of the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
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In fact; 'Stephanie recruited Chad to the organization and saw how he interacted with underprivileged children at the 
annual Christmas party, arranging for Happy Meals to be served to the youngsters. Furthermore, even while he was 
on bail, Chad offered his assistance to the Jaycees to ensure the kids had a good Christmas party. Despite his 

'incarceration, the two talk regularly, and Chad expresses concern for a medical problem that Stephanie is dealing 
with. Attested to by others and Stephanie is Chad treating Brent just like Kyle and setting up college funds for 
each. 

Stephanie knows Chad Evans to be very goal"oriented and a "born leader." On one occasion the defendant 
approached her about a talk he was to give to McDonald's managers. Their turn to address the group came toward 
the end ofthe day when everyone was tired and looking to leave. With Chad dressed as Superman and Stephanie 
Wonder Woman, they stood before the managers. Stephanie was extremely impressed with his speaking abilities 
and thoughtful approach to the audience by explaining that each could be Superman or Wonder Woman. As the 
presentation progressed, Stephanie noticed how the listeners perked up and became quite interested. Later, when 
Stephanie asked Chad the necessity for her appearance, he responded that the women shouldn't be left out. 

Another of Stephanie's noteworthy remembrances also concerns Chad's time with McDonald's, exemplifying 
his compassionate and giving nature. To celebrate the grand opening of the Rochester McDonald's play place in 
1995 or 1996, Chad came up with the idea of inviting the children of St. Charles Orphanage in Rochester and 
giving them all t-shirts. In doing so, arrangements were made for Stephanie's brother to print a caricature on each 
of the approximately twenty-four shirts which the defendant paid for himself. 

leremy Hinton (26) worked for ~had at the Hampton McDonald's while a student at the University of New 
Hampshire. They have been close friends since 1997 or 1998, and Jeremy is now the Manager of the Newington 
McDonald's. Throughout their friendship, Jeremy has been extremely impressed with Chad's work ethic and 
doesn't feel that he would still be at McDonalds's if not for the defendant's influence on his life. In their time 
together, Jeremy has never met a person like the defendant who is able and willing to reach out to help so many 
people, whatever their social status and problems may be. Initially, Jeremy thought Chad to be a "bull shit artist," 
but learned over time that he "walks the walk" as well as "talks the talk." One person in particular mentioned by 
Jeremy was a Manager Trainee at the Portsmouth McDonald's. With Chad the Area Supervisor, he helped this 
individual and his family during some difficult times by finding them a place to live. This is something Chad didn't 
have to do, which can also be said of the several people he has purchased cars for. Some didn't pay him back, but· 
this didn't stop the defendant from doing the same thing again. Something Jeremy has observed is Chad's belief in 
the genuine goodness of mankind, reflected by his countless acts of goodwill, charity and humanitarianism, which 
have continued even at the Strafford County House of Corrections. That is, Jeremy receives letters from inmates 
asking for ajob upon their release. Undoubtedly, these people get his name from Chad, who is still thinking of 
others and trying to help them. 

Jeremy believes in his friend's innocence. His choice is to not judge the defendant but continue to believe in 
his goodness and genuine sensitivity for people. If the present roles were reversed, Jeremy knows that Chad would' 
gladly change positions with him, but he is still unable to fathom how an individual with so many positive qualities 
could end up in this situation. Incomprehensible is the thought of such a good person being incarcerated forever 
and never having the chance to reenter society. Considering the potential sentence Chad is facing, Jeremy is 
amazed how well he has handled everything. Jeremy did observe Chad and Kassidy together on occasions and felt 
tlat his friend treated the victim (Kassidy) well. Jeremy indicated that the quality of Chad's friends tells much 
about who he is. What the defendant has taught Jeremy is that McDonald's employees are more than people, they 
are people with families. As a result, Jeremy has tried to put this into praCtice in his own managerial approach and 
style. 

Bruce Aube (30) has known Chad Evans for nine to ten years. For four years until 1996, Bruce worked for the 
defendant at McDonald's in Rochester, and their friendship has continued. Like Jeremy Hinton, Bruce visits Chad 
almost every week at the Strafford County House of Corrections, and they talk regularly by phone. Chad is 
described as generous and having a soft heart. With many young kids working at McDonald's, Bruce stated that 

, Chad tended to give these people a number of chances. One thing that Bruce and Chad have in common is a close 
bond with their families. During their time together, they often watched football games and lifted weights. 
Although Bruce is not aware of Chad using steroids, he honestly said that just before his arrest the defendant 
increased his weightlifting from 275 pounds to 300 pounds. Such a significant increase appears to be quite unusual, 
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and Bruce wondered how Chad was able to do that. However, no discussion about that subject ever occurred 
between the friends. Bruce, himself, does not believe in steroids and enjoys weightlifting for the sport of it. This 
writer asked him about the defendant's alcohol use. Bruce knows that Chad could drink more alcohol than other 
people. However, when Chad was placed on probation, he did a complete turnaround. While everyone else 
consumed beer watching football, Chad was satisfied to consume fruit drinks, which surprised his friends. If Bruce 
had children, he'd allow Chad to watch them even now without hesitation. This is the degree of trust he has in his 
friend and continues to believe in the kind of person Chad Evans is. 

Interviewed by this writer in the Strafford County Superior Court Building on 02-15-02 were the defendant's 
parents, Pamela and Chester Evans, and his siblings, Jason Evans and Nicole Harvey, and Nicole's husband, 
Brandon Harvey. In reference to his childhood, Mr .. and Mrs. Evans advised never having any problems with Chad, 
who always learned by his mistakes the first time. Chester Evans said, "it was almost like he knew how to take on 
the world single-handedly." His parents agree that Chad had a willingness to pile the problems of the world on his 
shoulders and run with them. As Chester Evans stated, he never needed to give Chad much direction because he 
always knew what to do (the right thing). Ifhis son could have been involved in something this horrible (the 
offenses against Kassidy), Chester would feel guilty. 

The family produced two scrapbooks of pictures showing Chad with friends and family, as well as a video of 
Chad interacting with Kyle, Brent, Jason's three-year-old daughter and others while celebrating birthdays and 
different occasions. It was clear from these pictures and the video that warm and loving relationships are present 
withi,n the family unit, and the defendant cares for the youngsters just mentioned. Also evident is that any family 

. member would do whatever might be needed to help the other. 
Pamela Evans spoke of Chad's "infectious laugh" and described him as having "eyes which make others light 

right up." Chad, like his son, can operate on very little sleep, especially when occasions call for getting something 
done. His mother knows that Chad is an avid reader, something that fills his time at the House of Corrections, 
including reading and studying the Bible. According to Chester Evans, the defendant is quite a salesman; and an 
example of this, including his kind heart, will be discussed shortly concerning an eighth grade trip to Washington, 
DC. Other ways that Chad and Kyle are alike, as mentioned by his mother, are that both have "personality and 
brains," with the defendant "the most giving, kindest and loving person I have ever known." As the three Evans 
children were growing up, Chad protected his two younger siblings and instances were discussed of him always 
lending people money. Pamela referred to Chad saving his allowance and walking to the store to buy his parents 
birthday and anniversary gifts. According to his parents, he is very much a people person, continuing to help others 
in jail. Because many inmates have difficulties reading and writing, Chad writes letters for them to their wives and 
lawyers. Despite his incarceration, Mr. and Mrs. Evans talked about his concern for family members even now. 
While extremely busy as an Area Supervisor, Pamela remembers her son frequently calling to see how she was 
doing (and continues to). Jason Evans remembers his brother's genuineness to friends. This attribute is continually 
shown by Chad, and others know that he is the first person to help them in times of need. His parents explained 
that Chad never looks for recognition when performing good deeds because his motivation is heart-felt. The high 
regard in which others hold Chad was evidenced by what awaited his parents after the trial. They received seventy
three messages on their answering machine supporting Chad and brought to the Evans home were flowers and food. 
As Pamela Evans concluded, "it's just amazing the number of people's lives he's touched." This is in spite of the 
f~ct that Chad has been gone from Keene for approximately eight years. Over the past year his mother has learned 
about the many lives the defendant has influenced, and a fund has been started to help Chad in the payment of his 
legal expenses. Nicole Harvey is amazed at how many close friends her brother has. Although this experience has 
been "devastating" for the family, Nicole and her family are now more appreciative of one another. With his 
mother stating, "Chad is our strength," Jason agrees and added that the entire family leans on each other. However, 
without Chad, there is "a big hole," but Jason feels strongly that the family can only become stronger from all this. 
Jason discussed how his brother "has a way with life," and "he embraces it." Many of Nicole's positive values have 
been learned from Chad who is "a great role model." 

A dysfunctional relationship the defendant had in his teenage years was with a female the family referred to as 
Barbara (Brooks). When the family first brought up the issue, nobody gave her name and only did when this writer 
asked for it. The defense attorney said that the family was not prepped in any way concerning Barbara, and this 
was clear from the way the subject arose. Mr. and Mrs. Evans, Nicole and Jason had seen Barbara hit Chad many 
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times. 'Pamela Evans referred to Barbara as "psycho," and her husband, wanting to drop the topic and not speak 
negative about Barbara, considers it "a dead issue." 

The family gave a number of examples of how Chad has contributed to making the world a better place. It 
appears that his unselfish and giving nature is an outgrowth of how he was raised. When this writer mentioned to 
Chester Evans that the family's involvement in charity organizations and volunteer acts seems to originate from 
him, he feels the real person deserving the credit is his own father. Mr. and Mrs. Evans, Nicole and Jason laughed 
about the countless people over the years they've provided shelter and food to. Holiday dinners at the Evans home 
were sometimes prepared for people at the dinner table some family members didn't even know. This was just an 
accepted part of celebrating the holidays. Another comical time at our lengthy interview involved Nicole 
remembering Chad patiently trYing to teach her how-to drive a standard shift vehicle. Finally, due to all her 
difficulties attempting to do so, her driving instructor suggested that she take the license test on an automatic. 
However, despite all these trials and tribulations, it appears that Chad never gave up trying to help his sister learn to 
drive. 

At the age of six years and in the first grade, the defendant felt sorry for another first grade student who wore a 
flannel shirt to school everyday. Evidently, his family couldn't afford ajacket, and Chad wanted to give him one. 
When Pamela Evans agreed, she approached the youngster's mother who was too proud to accept the gift. A 
discussion of his son wanting to do this led Chester Evans to say that Chad had "perception beyond his years." 
Another incident, occurring at Chad's age of seven or eight years, was recalled by his mother and Nicole in separate 
interviews. When Nicole recounted ~hat Chad did, she hadn't been aware that her mother had also told the same 
story to this writer. What happened is that the family went out to eat at a restaurant and sitting at the next table was 
an older man dining alone. Chad felt bad for this individual and convinced the rest of the family to go over and eat 
with him. At the time, Chad's explanation was that nobody should have to eat alone, and the man enjoyed the 
company. As an eighth grader, Chad and his fellow students sold candy bars and other items for the purpose of 
earning money to go on a trip to Washington, DC. The defendant did quite well in his sales and ended up with a lot 
of spending money for the week. Another youngster, whose family couldn't afford to pay for his trip, didn't make 
enough money to go. Thus, Chad, after receiving the approval of the principal, gave the boy his spending money to 
allow for the student to accompany the rest of his class to Washington, DC. As Chad's parents indicated, there are 
just too many stories like this one to talk about. 

Several years later Chad was driving through Keene with his twelve-year-old sister as a passenger. Nicole still 
recalls how her brother stopped the car upon seeing a boy beating up his girlfriend. Proceeding to get between the 
two, Chad pushed the male aside and left with the female. Chad gave her the option of going to the police station, 
but since she chose not to, he took her home. 

Jason is still appreciative of Chad arranging for a college fund to be set up for his three-year-old daughter. The 
defendant was able to explain to his brother that, by the time his daughter reaches the age of fifteen, enough money 
will be in the fund to cover her education. Another example of her brother's giving and practical nature was 
provided by Nicole, and it occurred when she and Brandon were married in December 1999. Even though he was 
experiencing marital problems with Tristan, Chad gave of his time and money to make the wedding that much more 
meaningful and enjoyable. He bought Brandon and Nicole each $500 Individual Retirement Accounts, paid for the 
caterer and cake, and made many of the wedding arrangements. Again, this was vintage Chad doing for others. 
When Nicole and Brandon purchased a home in Belmont, NH a few months after their marriage, Chad worked on 
the property by doing some dirty jobs, such as sheet rocking. At the time of the loan application, Nicole said it was 
held up due to a $50 credit card debt she incurred as a teenager. Over the years, not even knowing of its existence, 
finance and interest charges increased the amount to approximately $3,000. Chad, making some telephone calls, 
arranged for the debt to be taken care of so Nicole and Brandon could buy their home on ten acres of land. Things 
of this nature were never anything people asked Chad to do - he just did them. 

At the Strafford County House of Corrections, Chad Evans continues to worry about others. His mother, who 
has a protein deficiency kidney disease, said that her son is always asking if she is taking care of herself because he 
needs her alive. This past Christmas, despite his incarceration and convictions, the defendant told his friends what 
his family members are like, so these friends went out and purchased presents for each. When it came time for 
them to open the gifts, the family and Chad were on the phone to allow for him to hear their reactions and take part 
in the celebration. He is so well thought of in Rochester that the Jaycees contacted Stephanie Bolduc to make 
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arrangements to ensure that Kyle and Brent had presents for the holidays. This was able to occur through the Toys 
For Tots Program. With visiting hours at the jail consisting of a half-hour on Saturday and a half-hour on Sunday, 
Pamela and Chester Evans travel to Nicole's house in Belmont every weekend and spend Saturday night so that the 
entire family can visit him. 

In 1996 a two car automobile collision occurred in front of the defendant's home on Milton Road in Rochester . 
. In fact, this writer remembers the incident and completed a pre-sentence investigation for the Strafford County 
Superior Court on the operator of one of the vehicles who was charged with several counts of Aggravated DWI. A 
newspaper article on the accident is included in this report because Chad assisted in extricating some of the people 
from a vehicle; The situation was so perilous that the last person, trapped in the car, couldn't get out because his leg 
was pinned inside. Chad, fearing the potential of causing further damage to the leg, was faced with a dilemma upon 
hearing a pop, possibly signifying an impending explosion. As a result, Chad, as he told family members, had to 
yank the individual out. This turned out to be the right decision because, shortly thereafter, the car exploded. The 
Evans family showed this writer the Hero Award presented to Chad at the Governor's Office which reads: 
"Presented to Chad Evans by The Union Leader & NH Sunday News For Risking Your Life In An Outstanding Act 
of Heroism April 23, 1997." When others talked to Chad about his bravery, he felt that he did nothing that anybody 
else would have done, but the Evans family disagrees with Chad's assessment. When Jason accompanied his 
brother to the presentation of the award by the Governor, Chad was asked how and why he did this. As Jason 
recalls, the defendant answered with surprise, "What else was I to do?" This writer would like to point out that, at 
no time during any of the PSI interviews at the Strafford County House of Corrections, did Chad Evans even 
mention this courageous act occurring a half dozen years ago. 

A telephonic interview with Merrill Wentworth took place on 02-19-02. Mr. Wentworth is the father of Tristan 
Evans and agreed for his statements to be included in the PSI. According to Mr. Wentworth, he still sees the 
defendant occasionally and believes in his innocence. If Chad was a child abuser, Mr. Wentworth is of the opinion 
that he would have abused Brent. To the contrary, Chad treated Kyle and Brent very well. In essence, none of this 
makes any sense to Tristan's father. He is aware that Chad assaulted his daughter on the occasion that resulted in 
the Rochester District Court Assault convictions. Furthermore, Mr. Wentworth understands that Chad also 
assaulted Tristan a couple other times. While the defendant was on probation, Mr. Wentworth contacted the New 
Hampshire Department of Corrections expressing concerns that he might be hitting Amanda Bortner. This is 
nothing that Mr. Wentworth ever observed himself, but he told this writer the report was made confidentially based 
on suspicions that Tristan had. When this writer spoke with Tristan Evans, about this subject, she related never 
having any such suspicions or concerns. During Chad's relationship with Tristan, Mr. Wentworth believes that his 
ex-son-in-Iaw had a drinking problem. Mr. Wentworth used to be over Chad's house quite often and attended 
parties the defendant put on for McDonald's employees. He observed Chad's heavy drinking to the point of 
becoming intoxicated and once in a while becoming "passed out drunk." These intoxicated states of the defendant 
were the usual occurrence. Some of the parties that Mr. Wentworth attended did get out of control; but after his 
separation from Tristan, Chad's alcohol consumption decreased significantly. An apparent factor in his alcohol 
abuse was the defendant's long work hours. While married to his daughter, Mr. Wentworth stated that Chad wasn't 
home much. The reason was his long work hours and, a hard worker, Chad remained dedicated to McDonald's and 
knew how to handle people. 

• Mentioned earlier in this report is that the defendant lived with Mary Paquette in Rochester for 3 112 years. A 
telephone interview with Mary Paquette (age 40) confirmed this information. At the time they met, Mary was 
working in the office of Colley McCoy while Chad was the Manager of the McDonald's in Rochester. Mary's 
recollection is that their first meeting might have been at a Christmas party, moving in together in an apartment in 
Rochester, and later residing at 191 Milton Road. She pointed out that she is ten years older than Chad and very 
easy-going. The defendant had always been goal-oriented, wanting to become an Area Supervisor for Colley 
McCoy and hoping to own his own house. The latter was accomplished during their relationship, and he received 
.the promotion to Area Supervisor after their breakup. Mary found Chad "nice," caring, always willing to help 
people and never exhibiting any violent behavior. In saying that this is nothing she would tolerate, Mary stated that 
Chad never abused her and always treated her well, while any arguments occurring during their relationship could 
be traced to "stupid stuff." The only thing upsetting her about Chad proved to be his long work-hours and always 
being on call to respond to problems. Although they had parties, Mary never observed any substance abuse issues 
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in Chad's life. Both joined a gym, and she never became aware of any steroid use by him. In those years, he was 
not into weightlifting. Mary recalls Chad 10vingchiIdren and treating her young nieces and nephews well at family 
functions. Concerning his family, Mary said that they are all very nice people. Upon Mary discovering that Chad 
was cheating on her by dating Tristan Wentworth, she left him, adding that their relationship wasn't working out 
anyhow; but the two remained friends and kept in contact. From their conversations, Mary knows that Kyle means 
the world to Chad who is always talking about him. Newspaper accounts of Chad's arrest and trial, in Mary's 
words, blew her mind, noting that he was never like that with her and such behavior de_finitely not the Chad Evans 
she remembers. . 

This writer interviewed Barbara (maiden name: Brooks) Hamel (age 3 I) face-to-face on 02-25-02. After 
hearing about Kassidy's murder and the defendant's arrest, she decided to contact law enforcement authorities 
concerning her approximately six year dating relationship with Chad Evans from the ages of 16-22. Her reason for 
doing so surrounded seeing one of Chad's neighbors interviewed on a news program and describing the defendant 
as quiet and nice. Barbara felt it important to let the prosecution know aQout another side of her ex-boyfriend. A 
mutual friend first introduced Barbara and Chad, with their dating relationship beginning around her junior year of 
high school. At some point, Barbara started working at McDonald's in Keene where Chad was in a supervisory 
position. In her opinion, he was a Jeckyl and Hyde. At times, Chad could be very sweet and generous, only to 
revert to a volatile and extremely angry person on other occasions. One thing Barbara always admired about Chad 
was his hard work and dedication to his job. In his capacity at McDonald's in Keene, he was like "a god." As she 
told ~ NH State Trooper in Novemb~r 2000, the defendant had "a dark side." In this respect, he had "no anger 

. management skills," becoming enraged, the intensity of which was just increased when under the influence of 
alcohol. Never did he accept blame for any of his behavior and instead turned every problem around so that 
Barbara became the one responsible, causing her self-esteem to be extremely low by the time she ended their 
relationship. Only making the situation worse was Chad's mother, whom he is much like, feeling that the defendant 
could do no wrong and also blaming Barbara for their relationship problems. One person Chad wasn't like is his 
father whom Barbara always found to be very kind and understanding. Concerning the Evans family, she knows 
that any member would "take a bullet" for the other, which is just a testament to their closeness. 

Barbara is unaware if Chad was an alcoholic or even had a drinking problem. Noted in the previous paragraph, 
though, is that alcohol just broke down his defenses and enhanced his anger. She never knew Chad to use illegal 

. drugs or steroids, adding that weightlifting is something that he enjoyed doing. When they were together, neither 
Chad or Barbara consumed alcohol in each other's presence. The only time she ever observed Chad to be under the 
influence of alcohol is when he'd been drinking somewhere else and arrived at Barbara's location. One of these 
occasions, apparently soon after her graduation from high school, happened when Barbara had a house warming at 
her new apartment in Swanzey, NH. Chad, while intoxicated, showed up and punched a hole in one of her walls 
after becoming enraged about something. Barbara only saw Chad in one fight. Always proud of his strength, 
fighting abilities and considering himself the third toughest person in Keene, the defendant beat his opponent up on 
that occasion. Barbara, saying "he was like a machine," recalls Chad telling her that he didn't feel any pain in his 
fights until afterwards, and she believed it after seeing him in aqtion. 

Barbara and Chad knew how to "push each other's buttons." During her employment at McDonald's, Barbara 
witnessed Chad hitting pieces of equipment in anger when things didn't go his way. When Barbara attended a party 
al a residence where some individuals were smoking marijuana upstairs, Chad arrived and saw her coming from 
that area. Although Barbara hadn't been smoking the drug, Chad refused to believe her. What ensued was an 
argument that continued on the front porch of the home where Chad threw Barbara off the porch and onto the 
ground. For the purpose of controlling and restraining Chad, his brother jumped on his back. Barbara remembers 
the defendant getting upset if he thought she might have a better time with other people than him. If Chad saw her 
speaking with another male, he would push out his chest and try to intimidate the other individual. Because 
Barbara refused to give in to Chad's controlling ways, they often argued and had numerous breakups. The usual 
cycle consisted of dating three months, breaking up, dating another three months, again separating, with Chad later 
convincing Barbara to go out with him again and vice versa. One time, though, they had broken up for a year. 
Besides his controlling behavior, Barbara said that Chad was very jealous, possessive, "smothering," and 
emotionally and physically abusive to her. In spite of his good reputation, he is said to have suffered from self
esteem issues. Barbara stated that the defendant tried to prevent her from having other male relationships in hopes 
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of her being less attractive by not wanting her to grow her hair long, have long fingernails or get a tan. In our 
interview, she related that he never stalked her; and although Barbara never reported Chad's abusive behavior to the 
police, she now feels that sufficient grounds existed to do so. 
. According to Barbara, she never hit Chad. The extent of his physical abuse usually consisted of pushing 

Barbara a lot, but there were incidents of Chad grabbing her arms in anger leaving bruises. The most violent he 
became was choking her twice causing Barbara to gag and experience pain. The first choking incident occurred at 
her apartment in Swanzey, and she couldn't recall if Chad had been drinking alcohol. The second time definitely 
wasn't alcohol-related. After Chad received a promotion to manage the Rochester McDonald's, Barbara spent a 
night at his apartment in that city. She remembers being upset because Chad was so involved in his job and hadn't 
been paying any attention to her, so, while Chad was-in his bed, Barbara decided to sleep on the couch. She 
remembers laying there crying, only to have the defendant come downstairs angry and begin choking her saying, 
"I'll kill you, you fucking bitch." It was not long thereafter that Barbara ended the relationship and met her 
husband. Subsequent to Barbara becoming engaged about a year later, Chad tried to get her to go back out with 
him (she refused). Only after discovering what a normal relationship was by dating her husband did Barbara come 
to the conclusion that her relationship with Chad had been abusive. Also assisting in that respect was doing some 
volunteering at a women's crisis center. While listening to the training on what constituted abuse, she concluded, 
"that was me." Due to his abusive behavior in their relationship, Barbara always thought that Chad would become 
involved in a murder stemming from a domestic violence situation. Having never really observed Chad around 
children, Barbara never suspected the victim would be a child, adding that she never knew Kassidy or Amanda 
Bortner. 

Confirmation received from Captain Warren Dowaliby of the Strafford County House of Corrections indicates 
that Chad Evans hasn't been a discipline problem at that facility. Speaking of this subject, Chad said that in 
February 2002 he was going to start participating in a program at the facility called "Teens At Risk" by talking to 
troubled youngsters touring the jail in hopes of steering them away from a life behind bars. 

Attorney Patricia Wiberg told this writer that her client, Amanda Bortner, testified at the defendant's trial how, 
on a couple of occasions, she and Chad had physical confrontations, with Amanda the aggressor by scratching him. 

One of the prosecutors in these cases, Attorney N. William Delker of the NH Attorney General Office, stated 
that Amanda Bortner testified at trial "consistently" with her police statements but minimized some. With some of 
Kassidy's bruises being older, most of the bruises on her body at the time of her death were eight to ten hours old. 
In terms of actual committed incarceration terms, the prosecution will be recommending not less than forty years 
nor more than life in the New Hampshire State Prison on the Second-Degree Murder conviction. The State also 
intends to recommend, on two of the Second-Degree Assault guilty findings, not less than ten years nor more than 
thirty years in the New Hampshire State Prison, stand committed, consecutive to each other and consecutive to the 
Second-Degree Murder sentence. 

40. PRIOR CONVICTIONS (Year/Charge): 

According to the defendant, he has no juvenile court record. His representation is that he passed his driver's 
license test at the age of sixteen and never lost his license due to any suspensions· or revocations. The attached NH 
Driver Record Report consists of six relativefy minor offenses resulting in convictions beginning in February 1999. 
Records received from the Keene District Court also reflect three of those same motor vehicle cases (the guilty 
findings on 07-16-01 for Traffic Signal and Failure To Stop and on 08-15-01 for Speeding Under +25). That 
Court's Criminal Docket Cards show four other minor motor vehicle violations for which fines were ordered 
between 1989 and 1991 (please refer to the attachments). 

Using the available record checks, it appears that Chad Evans' only criminal record can be found in the 
Rochester District Court. On 03-24-00 he was found guilty of two Class A Misdemeanor Simple Assault offenses 
committed against his wife, Tristan Evans, by grabbing her on the throat (one case) and slapping her in the face 
(another case). These incidents happened at 191 Milton Road in Rochester, NH on 03-28-99 at approximately 1:00 
AM. Docket #99 1207 was disposed of as follows: 360 days in the House of Corrections (obviously suspended), 
concurrent with #99 1208, continue counseling with the Strafford Guidance Center and one-year good behavior. 
Docket #99 1208 resulted in a sentence of a $1,000 fine, $750 suspended, $50 PA, 360 days in the House of 
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Corrections, suspended, no contact other than provided for in a domestic violence order in the Rochester District 
Court, one year good behavior, and any petition for annulment to be filed in three years. Learned from the 
defendant's Probation/Parole Officer, Kevin Callaghan, is that Chad did not have any problems on probation until 
these offenses committed against Amanda Bortner and her daughter. Regarding Merrill Wentworth's report that the 
defendant may be assaulting Amanda Bortner, he was requested to provide this office with a written statement to 
that effect but never did. In our file is a letter dated 09-28-99 from the Strafford Guidance Center documenting that 

.' Chad Evans attended all twenty-six weeks of that 'agency's Domestic Violence Program. Noted is that he did so 
voluntarily even prior to the Simple Assault convictions in the Rochester District Court on 03-24-00. 

The report made by Tristan Evans to Patrolman Derek Davis of the Rochester Police Department in the early 
morning hours of 03-28-99 indicates that the defendant, at 191 Milton Road in Rochester, grabbed herby the throat 
in the bedroom and threw her to the floor. It is alleged that Chad grabbed her hair and dragged Tristan down the 
stairs to the livingroom where she was thrown on the couch and slapped in the face. According to Tristan, her 
husband again grabbed her by the hair as she attempted to leave and threw her up against the couch, directing her 
that she waS not leaving. Tristan's statement given to Officer Davis mentioned that she covered her head in an 
attempt to prevent further abuse to her head and face area. Although an effort was made to talk to the defendant, 
Tristan said that he again grabbed her throat and hit her in the face. At the request of her husband, Tristan went 
upstairs and laid on the bed. After Chad fell asleep, she left and went to her mother's house in Milton with the 
children. The injuries to Tristan observed by Officer Davis were many red marks on her neck and chest areas and 
some scratches on her left arm, along with a cracked tooth caused by the defendant striking her in the face. An 
Emergency Domestic Order was completed and granted by Judge Robert Carignan of the Rochester District Court. 
After his arrest that morning, the defendant was held on $5,000 cash bail and transported to the Strafford County 
House of Corrections. Further information concerning the offenses can be found in the attached typed statement 
completed by Tristan Evans. . 

The version given of the assaults by Chad during the PSI interviews occurred at the House of Corrections. At 
the time of the incidents, he denies using alcohol or drugs but is unaware one way or the other if Tristan was using 
those substances. Chad said that his wife, whom he believed was having an affair, got home much later than had 
been anticipated. This was after Tristanspent a couple overnights at her mother's home due to marital problems. 
Feeling "emotionally charged" over the suspicions of her alleged affair and Concerns of Tristan leaving him, Chad' 
let his emotions get the best of him. It started as an argument, Tristan slapping Chad, and he pushed her. 
Apparently, at some point, Tristan again slapped Chad, he slapped her, and both were grabbing each other in the 
neck area. 

According to Chad, a domestic violence restraining order was issued by the Rochester District Court but 
withdrawn prior to the expiration date. However, he and Tristan were having contact while the restraining order 
was in effect because they were trying to "repair" their relationship. 

41. EVALUATION AND ANALYSIS: 

The circumstances of Kassidy Bortner's death energize many emotions, especially for anyone having viewed 
the autopsy pictures of this little girl's bruised body. To think how so many individuals were either aware of, or 
suspected, that she was being abused just adds to the senselessness of the entire situation. These people will have 
to live with their guilt for the rest of their lives, but hopefully society as a whole will learn from what happened to 
this defenseless and totally vulnerable victim dependent on Chad Evans to protect her. Instead, he betrayed her 
trust by emotionally and physically abusing Kassidy and ended her life. Such behavior wasn't a momentary loss of 
anger and control, but little Kassidy became the object of Chad's rage and jealousy. Her excruciating pain and 
loneliness over the last few months of her relatively short time on earth can only be described as horrific and 
terrible. Unfortunately, Kassidy didn't even have her mother to protect her. How sad! 

Although a number of people must accept a certain amount of responsibility and blame for not reporting the 
. abuse to authorities, Chad Evans is the one convicted by the criminal justice system for directly causing her injuries 
and murdering Kassidy. Throughout the criminal cases, too much attention seems to have been focused on others. 
The trial involved Chad Evans against Jefferey Marshall, Amanda Bortner's allegiance to the defendant and his 
family, and a belief that Amanda Bortner, and even Kassidy, did not have the support of her family. This writer has 
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found the lack of support for Amanda and Kassidy from their family simply not the case. Jackie Conley and her 
loved ones want Amanda to return to the fold. In reality, they are supporting Kassidy through this ordeal, which is 
the way it should be. Kassidy's own mother has chosen to stand by her murderer and that is where the alienation 
occurs. Jefferey Marshall is right. The only important person now is Kassidy; and if other people's feelings get 
hurt, so be it. While on the subject of Jefferey Marshall, he is far from perfect himself; but he has shown character 
by not trying to hide his mistakes regarding Kassidy in the days and weeks preceding 11-09-00. This writer 
believes that he and Jennifer Bortner-Conley loved Kassidy and feel very badly about "Yhat happened. 

It is evident that Chad Evans has done various acts of kindness and charity over the years and provided a 
positive fatherly role model for his son and step-son, but this can also be said for a multitude of citizens. Frankly, 
these good deeds and attributes are not real important when considering his cruel and barbaric behavior ending the 
life of Kassidy Bortner. Jefferey Marshall is again right. It all comes back to Kassidy, and we'll never know who 
she would have become or the extent of her accomplishments. The defendant saw to that. Why he did this to the 
twenty-one month old toddler may never been known for certain, but the position ofthis report is that control and 
jealousy were factors. Chad was unwilling to accept Amanda Bortner showing affection and love for her daughter. 
He wanted it all for himself and his fury has brought us to this point. His violent and controlling side, 
possessiveness, and selfishness were his undoing, even violating the bail conditions by having regular contact with 
Amanda Bortner over an approxiinately eight month period until the Court revoked Chad's bail. With an excellent 
paying job and the respect of mahy friends and co-workers, the defendant lost a great deal by his arrest and 
incarceration. Kassidy and her family lost much more! 

Whatever happened in Chad's relationship with Barbara Hamel depends on whomever is recalling the events . 
. We do know that he has assaulted Tristan Evans and Amanda Bortner, and the offenses before the Court for 
sentencing occurred while on probation for assaulting his ex-wife. One must also wonder how much Chad learned 
from the counseling experience at the Strafford Guidance Center considering it terminated not long before hIS 
dating relationship with Amanda Bortner began. The answer seems obvious: little or nothing. 

The many individuals spoken to on behalf of Kassidy and Chad are very nice people. Included in this 
statement are the defendant's parents and siblings who, like Kassidy's family, have suffered their own kind ofloss. 
This just increases the deep sadness of an already extremely tragic and preventable murder brought on solely by 
Chad Evans. Chad bringing a picture of Kassidy to one our PSI interviews and shedding tears while discussing her 
leaves this writer unimpressed. Any possible remorse, if that term even applies, is much too late. For this violent, 
shameful and cowardly act, he must be severely punished and not permitted back into the community with law
abiding citizens for many years, if at all. 

42. POST-DISPOSITIONAL PLAN: 

Lengthy incarceration at the New Hampshire State Prison will protect society from the rage simmering within 
Chad Evans and provide a measure of amends to Kassidy Bortner and her family. There is every reason to believe 
that he will function well within the penal setting. Participation by Chad in anger management therapy and other 
programs, including educational opportunities, would be expected. 

Despite his incarceration, restitution for the victim's funeral and burial costs is suggested (Chad owns a home 
id Rochester). 

43. RECOMMENDATION: 

It is respectfully recommended that Chad E. Evans: 

1. Second-Degree Murder (#00-S-888-F) - Be sentenced to not less than 45 years nor more than life in the 
New Hampshire State Prison, stand committed, credit for pre-sentence confinement, with restitution to be 
paid through the New Hampshire Department of Corrections for the victim's funeral and burial expenses. 

2. Second-Degree Assault (#00-S-891-F/893-F/894-F) - Be sentenced to not less than 7 112 years nor more 
than 15 years in the New Hampshire State Prison, stand committed, consecutive to each other but 
concurrent with #00-S-888-F. 
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3, ' Second-Degree Assault (#00-S-895-F/896-F) - Be sentenced to not less than 10 years nor more than 30 
years in the New Hampshire State Prison,suspended, consecutive to each other and to all other convictions 
in this recommendation, except #00-S-834-1 and #00-S-935-1. 

4. Endangering The Welfare Of A Child (#00-S-934-1) and Simple Assault (#00-S-935-1) - Be sentenced to 
12 months in the Strafford County House of Corrections, stand committed, consecutive to each other and 
concurrent to all indictments in this recommendation. 

44. SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

1. Chad E. Evans - Defendant 
2. Police Reports 
3. New Hampshire Attorney General Office 
4. Attorney Alan Cronheim- Defense Attorney 
5. Amanda Bortner - Victim and mother of Kassidy Bortner 
6. Jackie Conley - Mother of Amanda Bortner and grandmother of Kassidy Bortner 
7. Jennifer Conley - Sister of Amanda Bortner and aunt of Kassidy Bortner 
8. Jefferey Marshall - Care~iver of Kassidy Bortner 
9. Kathy Jackson - Step-great aunt of Kassidy Bortner 
10. Attorney Patricia Wiberg - Attorney for Amanda Bortner 
11. Record Checks 
12. Keene Police Department 
13. Keene District Court 
14. New Hampshire Department of Corrections Records 
15. Kevin Callaghan - NH ProbationlParole Officer 
16. Tristan Evans - Defendant's ex-wife 
17. Mary Paquette - Defendant's ex-girlfriend 
18. Vanessa Mansson - Reference for the defendant 
19. Jack Loftus - Reference for the defendant 
20. Stephanie Bolduc - Reference for the defendant 
21. Jeremy Hinton ,- Reference for the .defendant 
22. Bruce Aube - Reference for the defendant 
23. Pamela & Chester Evans - Defendant's parents 
24. Jason Evans - Defendant's brother 
25. Nicole & Brendon Harvey - Defendant's sister and brother-in-law 
26. Judy Dennehy - Case Technician, Laconia District Office of the New Hampshire Department of 

Corrections 
27. Barbara Hamel- Defendant's ex-girlfriend 
28. Merrill Wentworth - Defendant's former father-in-law 
29. Captain Warren Dowaliby - Strafford County House of Corrections 

• 30. Strafford County Superior Court 
31. Reference letters for the defendant (to be attached once received) 

DATE: March 11,2002 Respectfully submitted by: 

Stephen . Carlisle 
Senior Probation/Parole Officer 
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