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ROCHESTER — The death ql;zl—montlwld
Kassidy Bortner brought child abuse 1
laws in both Maine and New- Hampshiré info
the. spotlight as people began questmn
whether they are working. ;

Like many states across the natwn, Maine *
and New Hampshire impose mlmmal penalties
for those who do not report abuse. - o

In New Hampshire, the mandatory chtld
abuse and neglect reportmg law states that any
resident who has “reason to suspect” abuse —
from health care and law enforcement profes-
sionals to neighbors — must report-those sds-
picions to authorities.

The penalty for not reporting is listed as a
misdemeanor; however, no New Hampshire

“residents who told pohce after Kassidy’s death
in November that they had “reason to suspect”
her abuse are being charged under the law.

“Maine, meanwhile, has a mandatory report-
ing law being reviewed by the 120th
Legislature. The law, as it exists now, applies
to professionals such as law enforcement offi-
cials, teachers and health care workers,
However individuals such as family members, and
friends and neighbors are not required to Hamps
report. And, even for those who are required to 'ne
report and do not: there is no penalty listed | in . per

- the-state statutes.amgnf™ - o e

States that have come out with more strm-, a8
gent penalties for not reporting abuse include va
Minnesota, California, Alabama, South
Carolina, Wisconsin and Rhode Island. Each  Rox
state has provisions for monetary fines, impris-  mother,
onment or both for failure to report abuse © heomt

In Minnesota, state statute 626.556 requires = tri




